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VETERINARY APPOINTMENTS. 


The Yorkshire V.M.S. has taken a very active 
and prominent part in attracting notice to the veter- 
inary appointments made by Local Authorities. We 
confess, however, that we think their methods have 
been more conspicuous for energy than prudence. 
These appointments are not many, and are divided 
into two classes—those in which the whole time is 
given, and those in which part time is given. Most 
of the duties included in either class have been per- 


pointed. The horses of corporations were attended 
by private veterinary surgeons, or occasionally by 
farrier-majors. The dairies and slaughter-houses 
were looked after by inspectors of nuisances. Food 
for man has been under the surveyance of Medical 
Officers ever since legislation provided for any in- 
spection. 

These appointments ure in the hands of local 
authorities under statutory obligation, and it is un- 
wise to suddenly attempt to force veterinary sur- 
geons upon Councils and Corporations. One half 
of the grievances of which we complain and which 
we dimly imagine are to be rectified by veterinary 
M.P.’s are only to be rectified by quiet continuous 
efforts to guide and persuade the local authorities. 
The utter neglect of local government by the 
majority of our profession leaves us in a poor posi: 
tion to argue with Councils. If men in every town 
took an interest in local politics and unselfishly 
supported the interests of the profession we should 
Soon have little cause to regret the position we hold 
In relation to local appointments. That a 
M.R.C.V.S. is the best man to inspect live animals 
or carcases of animals is beyond dispute, that he is 
the only fit man to attend to the diseases of animals 
has never been doubted by any person of sense and 
knowledge. But in cases where some of these 
duties have been carried out by other people for 
years, we cannot expect a change all at once. We 
must Wait, use what influence we possess, and keep 
an eye on any vacancy which we believe should 
logically be filled by a veterinarian. 

The Diseases of Animals Act permits the appoint- 


The former may be anything, and is usually a police- 
man. We look upon the lay inspector as a useless 
intervention between the owner of a diseased ani- 
mal and the veterinary inspector, but local authori- 
ties do not. When a really good Veterinary In- 
spector is appointed in a district he is practically 
master of the position, his advice is sought and acted 
upon. fe really guides the executive and supplies 
expert knowledge and work. 

The proper way to obtain veterinary appoint- 
ments for veterinary surgeons is to show, when the 
opportunity occurs, that we are the best men for 
the place ; to take such interest in local politics as 
will obtain a hearing for reasonable explanations ; 
to accept an appointment, even if it is not quite as 
free and independent a place as we should like, and 
steadily extend it to its full capacity. The wrong 
way is to indulge in inarticulate shouting. 


INTUSSUSCEPTION IN A FOAL. 


Farmer called to say his filly foal, a fortnight 
old, had a large udder which was full of milk and 
had been so for two days. I advised that it be 
given a laxative and that the udder be dressed with 
Lin. Belladonna, with which I supplied him. 

Two days later he sent word to say the foal was 
griped. I went and found the udder nearly re- 
duced to normal, but containing a quantity of ap- 
parently normal milk. The foal was uneasy, with a 
great tendency to roll on to its back. The internal 
temp. was subnormal, 99 F., pulse about 100; ears 
and legs warm, bowels not acting, but rectum con- 
tained some faeces of normal colour and consistence 
which I took away; but as time went on no faces 
appeared in the rectum, the pain showed itself in 
form of spasms, and for a time it would lie quiet. 
The conjunctival membrane was not markedly in- 
jected, and the abdomen not tympanitic. 

It continued in this state some 24 hours and 
eventually died of nervous exhaustion. 

The internal temperature rose to 1012/5 F., and 
whilst under the influence of 3ij. doses of Chloral 
in some of its mother’s milk it remained quiet, but 
so soon as its action passed off it again showed 
pain at intervals, but was never markedly violent. 
The post-mortem revealed a beautiful intussus- 
ception of floating colon, a foot in length, which I 
let the farmer undo, but it was not mortified ex- 
cept for a few inches at the extreme invaginated 
portion, and the free non-involved parts of the 
bowel both before and behind the invaginated por- 
tion were contracted and blanched for some four 
inches. Other organs healthy. 


ment of an Inspector and of a Veterinary Inspector. 


F. G. ASHLEY. 
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A DOG CASE. 


Subject.—A strong fox-terrier, about two years, 
who had always violently resisted any attempt at 
the administration of medicine. 

History.—The owners, finding the animals aftec- 
ted with worms, attempted to administer an areca- 
nut powder, and failed utterly. Later in the day a 
friend who “understood dogs very well” happened 
to call, and on hearing the state of affairs volun- 
teered his assistance. Taking another of the pow- 
ders, of which the owners had a supply, he mixed 
it in a quantity of water, held the dog’s mouth wide 
open by means of tapes passed round each jaw, and 
thus succeeded in getting the mixture poured well 
to the back of the throat. The animal struggled 
most violently, but was made to swallow the dose, 
and any symptoms of illness seen that day were 
attributed to “exhaustion” from the contest. The 
drug never acted, probably owing to the powders 
having been kept ready made for some months at 
least. Next day, however, the dog was manifestly 
ill, and I saw him about twenty-four hours after the 
treatment detailed above. 

Symptoms.—Pulse quick, but strong and fairly 
regular. Respirations quick and laboured, with a 
wheezing sound accompanying the inspirations in 
particular, and an occasional hoarse rattling cougb. 
Increased respiratory murmurs over the whole of 
the pulmonary areas, and very distinct bronchial 
rales in front of the chest. The animal’s spirit and 
appetite, though nct good, were by no means alarm- 
ing considering the other symptoms. 

Diagnosis.—Laryngitis and tracheitis, with per- 
haps some bronchitis, resulting from the passage of 
a portion of the water and areca-nut through the 
glottis. 

Prognosis guarded. 

Treatment. — Chiefly expectant. I had the 
animal kept quiet, and on soft food, and gave Pulv. 
Tpec. co. in pills (which were swallowed in meat) 
every four hours. 

The next day, though the same symptoms were 
perceptible, they were much less marked, and the 
general condition was greatly improved. Progress 
after this was rapid, and the animal had apparently 
completely recovered in four or five days time. 

Remarks.—The case illustrates two points (1) 
the risk of this old fashioned method of exhibiting 
fluids, which is still advised in some books, and (2) 
that the passage of fluid through the glottis is not 
necessarily a very serious thing. 

PRACTITIONER.” 


BURSATI. 


Some six years ago I stated in The Veterinary 
Record that I had reason to believe that Bursati 
was due to the action of a nematode worm. I was 
then unaware of the work upon which Dr. Lingard 
was engaged, and which embodied in his valuable 
fasciculus on Bursati is now published ; a long and 
serious illness prevented me from going on with my 
investigations on the disease, but previonsly work- 
ing on clinical experience I had found that iodised 


phenol was a capital and reliable remedy, which 
has been confirmed by other observers, at the time 
I had no particular reason for adopting it beyond 
the fact that it seemed admirably suited to the con- 
ditions found, based upon similar conditions exhibi- 
ted in various forms of filarious disease in Europe. 
I have since had the opportunity of experimenting 
on various small filarie, and I have found that 
Iodine is the surest agent for destroying them in 
the blood or faces, and may be used pure or in the 
form of its salts in quantities that are sure to kill 
the parasites without having a very deleterious effect 
on the host, thus giving a scientific basis to my em- 
pirical observations. 

In addition to Iodine, I have found that small and 
repeated doses of Santonine or Peleterine, have a 
lethal effect on the filarize in the bloodstream, but 
they are not so reliable as Iodine although in 
certain cases they may be useful helps. 

I would suggest to those who have more oppor- 
tunity for laboratory work than I have that the 
feces of affected animals are a somewhat neglected 
ground of research and may prove remunerative. 

F. KE. Puace. 


SPONTANEOUS ANASARCA. 
By Henry B. Eve, M.R.C.VS. 


Subject.—-A rising two-year-old cart colt (Waler) 
unbroken, and never been castrated, the property 
of a farmer, whois not one of the best of feeders, 
consequently the colt was in poor condition. 

History.—-The owner informed me that he bought 
the mother of it, a Welsh cart mare, in London 
some time ago from a contractor as she had turned 
out to be in foal. The animal in question had been 
turned out to graze during the winter season on wet, 
poor moorland, and had never done well from the 
time of weaning. 

Symptoms.—All the visible mucous membranes 
were pale; mouth cool, sour, and tongue unnatur- 
ally soft, the breath and excretions exhaling a 
peculiar odour ; the skin was dry and harsh, in fact 
being in uw condition commonly termed “ Hide- 
bound,” ‘and the faeces passed had a foetid odour, 
and were pultaceous. The colt showed every symp- 
tom of Pernicious anemia, great loss of flesh, 
prostration of strength, and trailed its hind legs 
as though suffering from paraplegia. It also 
turned very sluggishly, loathed its food, and seldom 
laid down and appeared very depressed. The pulse 
was feeble, jerky, indistinct ; temp. sub-normal, aD 
auscultation of the heart revealed palpitation 40 
occasional jugular regurgitation was noticeable. 
There was general swelling of the legs, the — 
being especially noticeable affecting the sheath an 
belly ; the lips and eyelids being only slightly - 
The sheath was enormously swollen, and in @ 
similar condition to that which is seen sometimes 8s 
a untoward jsequel of castration, viz., 
The colt was unable to draw its penis from por 
sheath owing to contraction of the orifice, the = 
of urination being performed with difficulty, an 
urine was only scantily secreted. 
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Treatment.—Removed animal into a large barn, 
there being no loose box available. I had the colt 
clipped trace high as the coat was very long, and 
applied a sheepskin to its loins. The diet consisted 
of whisky, eggs, and milk thrice daily in the form 
of a drench, as it refused all manger food. I gave 
internally alkalines, stomachics, and vegetable tonics 
until the appetite returned, when I put the animal 
on nutritious diet consisting of crushed oats, chop, 
hay, and “Molassine meal.” Subsequent treat- 
ment consisted of Ferri Iodid. internally twice 
daily to absorb the effusion present. The local 
cedema was overcome by friction with the hand, 
exercise, diuretics, and cold fomentation to the 
sheath, and lastly by scarification of the latter 
organ. The animal made a complete recovery in 
six weeks, and all the “ anasarcous”’ swellings dis- 
appeared. 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Having received such a hearty support at the last 
election of the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, I am encouraged to again 
offer myself as a candidate at the forthcoming elec- 
tion, and trust to be favoured with your vote and 
interest. 

Iam a young practitioner, but fully conversant with 
the requirements of the present day, and as I hold 
that no one is entitled to the votes of the electorate 
without stating his views, I have pleasure in making 
known my ideas upon current topics, as fully as is 
possible in an election address. 

The Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons should conduct its business in as public a 
manner as possible, so that the whole profession 
can know what is going on, thus not giving ground 
for suspicions that very naturally arise from too 
much privacy. 

I will heartily support any well-conceived sug- 

gestion to suppress unprofessional conduct, whether 
arising from covering, advertising directly or in- 
directly in the lay press, inspiring others to give 
gentle puffs, acting as veterinary editors to live 
stock papers, or by touting directly or indirectly, 
&e. J will do all that lays in my power to obtain 
the recognition of members of the profession for 
such posts as meat inspectors, inspectors of dairies 
and cowsheds, County Council and Borough Cor- 
poration appointments, and any other positions 
Properly belonging to the province of the veterinary 
Surgeon. Also that the veterinary surgeon shall 
hot be under the supervision of the Medical 
Jiticer of Health, borough engineer, or other sec- 
tonal officer. 
P 4m in favour of the veterinary profession being 
ented in the House of Commons, but am ad- 
a to such representation entailing an annual 

X on my professional brethren. 4 

n view of the fact that to adequately protect the 


sary that the present funds of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons should be augmented, and to 
this end I would support the suggestion of a small 
annual licensing fee being imposed upon all those 
practising the art of veterinary medicine and sur- 
gery. 

As far as is practicable, I consider that only 
members of the profession should be appointed 
as teachers in our schools, and examiners for our 
diploma. 

At present several interests are over-represented 
on our Council, and I have every desire to see this 
rectified. Nine-tenths of the profession are general 
practitioners and they should have proportionate 
representation, and not be overridden by minor 
interests. Each of the schools, the Army Veteri- 
nary Department, and the Board of Agriculture, 
should have one representative and no more. 

If elected I shall use my bast endeavours to bring 
about reforms, or introduce new measures for the 
benefit of the whole of the veterinary profession. 

In conclusion, I beg toremind every member of 
the profession that he has a vote and should use it. 
It lies in the powes of fhe electorate to bring about 
the changes I have endeavoured to enumerate above, 
but if they desire to vote for men and not for 
measures they must not grnmble at the results of 
their own choosing. . 

K. Lionent Stroup. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The twenty-fourth annual meeting was held at the 
George Hotel, Grantham, on Thursday, the 15th ult., 
when a very successful meeting resulted. Mr. T. A. 
Rudkin, M.R.C.V.S., of Grantham, the President, in 
the chair. The following, amongst other members and 
gentlemen, were present: Messrs. F. L. Gooch, Stam- 
ford; R. W Clarke, Wragby; J. W. Gresswell, 
Lockwood, Peterborough; KR. W. Knowles, Wisbech ; 
T. W. Turner, Sleaford, Hon. Treasurer and Secretary ; 
J. Smith, Wetherby ; R. Bett, Benniworth ; and H. C. 
Taylor, Brigg; 

Letters of regret at being unable to be present at the 
meeting were read by the Secretary from several mem- 
bers, and several of the members present expressed the 
opinion that more might attend if they would only 
make an effort. 

The Secrerary read letter from the Royal Sanitary 
Institution asking that delegates might be appointed to 
their Congress to he held at Bristol in July. 

Mr. Goocu asked if the Suciety did not generally 
send a delegate to this Congress and also to that held 
by the Society of Public Health. 

Mr. GRESSWELL asked which was the best, and the 
Secretary replied that they were both important Con- 
gresses, but they did not necessarily send a delegate to 
both. 

Some of the members thought it was rather early to 
select a delegate to attend meetings in July, and the 
Secretary explained that these applications for the ap- 
pointinent of delegates vere sent out very early to give 
the Societies plenty of time. If they wished, the ap- 
pointment or otherwise of a delegate might be post- 
poned until their meeting at Peterbourough in June, 


Interersts of the veterinary profession, it is neces- |and he would reply to the circulars to that effect. 
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Mr. Goocu thought that sufficient information was 
not given by these Societies to the delegates who were 
appointed to attend them. They received a provisional 
agenda, but the delegates often did not know in which 
rooms the meetings were to be held. 

The SECRETARY stated that when he attended the 
Tuberculosis Congress he did not receive any informa- 
tion until a week or two before. But for all that he 
managed very well, and the meetings he attended were 
of considerable pleasure and interest to him. 

Mr. GREsSWELL moved that the selection of delegates 
to one or both of these Congresses should be left to the 
meeting in June.—Mr. Lockwood seconded, and this was 


to. 

A letter was read from the Yorkshire Society protest- 
ing against the action of the Mayor and Alderman of the 
City of Cardiff in appointing a veterinary officer for the 
City to work under the Medical Officer of Health, and 
asking the Lincolnshire Association to join them in pro- 
testing against any action that should place a veterinary 
surgeon in any way under the control of a medical 
officer, or subject to his authority, or of having to submit 
his report to him. 

The CHAIRMAN said he agreed with all that had been 
said against the action of the Cardiff authorities, but 
he did not see that much could be done in the matter. 
It was for the members of the veterinary profession to 
refuse to accept such a position. 

The SecreTary: The veterinary surgeon should 
decline to take a secondary position in any case. 

Mr. Goocu said the matter had been discussed at the 
meeting of the Midland Association when several in- 
stances had been given where the kind of thing com- 

lained of had worked without any friction. In some 
Instances the Medical Officer of Health had been the 
channel through which the reports had been submitted, 
in other cases through the surveyor. As each class of 
report had to go by its own particular department, the 
reports of the veterinary surgeon were presented through 
their proper departments without either being tam- 
pered with or commented upon. He would suggest 
that the letter should be acknowledged and be laid on 
the table, and this was agreed to. 


Expert Evipence sy Inspectors R.S.P.C.A. 


Considerable discussion then took place on expert 
evidence being given in the courts by inspection of the 
R.S.P.C.A., the Chairman remarking that the inspectors 
often gave their evidence as 1f they were experts. 

Mr. GREsSWELL did not think it right that the evi- 
dence of these men should be received and should ap- 
~ in the newspapers as if it had been given by pro- 

essional men. 

The PRESIDENT thought the only way to prevent this 
sort of thing was to refuse to give evidence before the 
magistrates or to be cross-examined by these inspectors. 

Mr. Goocu, whilst admitting that the Society were 
doing a great deal to improve their local representatives, 
thought that this matter of their inspectors giving ex- 
pert evidence and being able to cross-examine veteri- 
nary surgeons could not be pressed too strongly upon 
the Society and the profession. I[t was a great indignity 
when giving expert evidence for the veterinary surgeon 
to be cross-examined by the inspector upon his evidence. 
Mr. Gooch gave an instance where both he and a 
R.S.P.C.A. inspector had given evidence with respect to 
the injury to a ligament, but the bench took his evi- 
dence before that of the inspector, and the case was dis- 
missed. This kind of evidence, which might be called 
immature expert evidence, was calculated to do a great 
deal of harm to veterinary surgeons, and it ought to be 
brought to the knowledge of the profession and of the 
Society. 


PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 


The subject of a veterinary surgeon being elected to 
represent them in the House of Commons was next 
brought forward. The Secretary read the circular letter 
from the Lancashire V.M.A. 

The PRESIDENT was not at all in sympathy with this 
kind of class legislation. The members were not all of 
the same way of thinking in politics, for there were good 
radicals and there were bad conservatives, and he 
thought it was better for each member to bring what he 
wanted before his own Member of Parliament as need 
might arise. 

Mr. Goocu said there was great difficulty in securing 
a Member of Parliament to specially represent their 
interests. He should certainly be pleased to see a 
veterinary surgeon occupying that position, but he 
would be almost a party to himself. Besides it would 
be difficult to get all the three thousand members of the 
profession together, even if they were agreed upon a 
candidate, for they were scattered over the whole face of 
the country and it would be impossible for them to be 
able to vote for one man. They could not so amalga- 
mate so as to carry their man. Again, they would find 
it difficult to find a candidate who would be able to pay 
the expense, for there were not many of them who were 
rich enough to do that, and they had not a rich organisa- 
tion at the back of them as some of the labour parties 
had. If they formed a committee for the purpose he 
did not think they would ever be able to get together 
so as to be able to do any useful work. The Lincoln- 
shire V.M.A. is not a rich Association and they could 
not expect their delegate, if they appointed one, to 
attend and pay his own railway fare. 

The Secretary did not think that a committee of 
the kind could be any benefit. 

Mr. GrEsSWELL said he thought they had already a 
Parliamentary Committee in London.—Mr. Gooch re- 

lied that they had, but he did not think they had met 

or nine years. 

Mr. Situ said if they had a representative he must 
belong to some party, if only to the Labour party. But 
all the members of the profession were not of one way of 
thinking, neither were their clients. As a small Society 
he did not think the Lincolnshire would feel justified in 
appointing members to be on a Parliamentary Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Gooch and Mr. Clarke both stated that they did 
not think the Society could see its way to select a 
delegate, and the matter dropped. 


Sir Joon M‘FapyEan. 


Mr. GrEssWELL said he should like to propose that 
a resolution be passed and forwarded to Sir Jobn 
M‘Fadyean. 

The PRESIDENT stated that when he saw that the 
honour had been conferred, he took it upon himself to 
write personally to Sir John, in his own name and also 
in the name of the Lincolnshire Association, congratu- 
lating him on receiving the King’s recognition of his 
abilities, and Sir John had written in reply thanking 
them very sincerely.—The President was t anked for 
the trouble he had taken. 


ACCOUNTS. 


The Hon. TREASURER presented the balance shot Ss 
the year which showed that the Association had a ~ 
working balance in the bank. He also reported t P 
there were several subscriptions which had to we “ 
which would materially increase their balance. ' 
Treasurer reported that there were two or three —_ 
bers who had allowed their subscriptions to be —_ o 
four years in arrear. He had written to them ~ . 
failed to obtain any reply at all.—On the mote yt vo 
Gooch, the names of all members who shou 
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their subscriptions to run into arrear for more than four 
years were ordered to be struck off the books of the 
Association. 

New MeEMBERs. 


Mr. MarsHatt, M.R.C.V.S., of Horncastle, 
Mr. Ratpa Bert, M.R.C.V.S., of Benniworth, were 
ballotted for as members and duly elected. 

In response to the Chairman asking if there were 
any new members to be proposed.— Mr. Smith said that 
as an old member of this Association he would like to 
suggest that a circular letter should be sent to every 
member of the profession in the district and to all gen- 
tlemen who took up a practice near, asking them to 
join the Lincolnshire Association. 

The Chairman was sure that they would welcome 
some new blood.—Mr. Gooch thought it would bea good 
plan and ought to be adopted.—Mr. Knowles thought 
they ought not to confine the invitation strictly to Lin- 
colnshire.— Mr. Smith would suggest that these circulars 
should be sent to all in the district. There were several 
members now in the Association who did not reside in 
Lincolnshire. They might extend their borders; he 
knew there were several veterinary surgeons around 
Cambridge and Hitchin who did not belong to any 
society, and it seemed as if no society touched their 
district. He knew that other societies sent out these 
circulars.—The members thought the idea was a good 
one and it was decided to adopt it. 


THE Next MEETING. 


It was felt thata better place could not be found than 
Peterborough.— Mr. Clarke said that if it was held on 
the usu+l date, the second Thursday in June, it would 
interfere with the Lincolnshire Yeomanry Camp, and 
he would ask that the meeting might be on the third 
Thursday.—Mr. Knowles asked how this would agree 
with the show week at Peterborongh.—Mr. Gresswell 
said it would be all right for that.—Mr. Gooch thought 
the later date would not leave their delegate to the 
Sanitary Congress, if they were to appoint one at that 
meeting, much time to make his arrangements for 
attending.—The Chairman did not see any objection to 
the date, and on the motion of Mr. Knowles and Mr. 
Gresswell it was decided to meet at Peterborough on the 
third Thursday in June. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


_ President.—Mr. Clarke said he had very great pleasure 
in proposing Mr. KNow Es as President for the ensuing 
year.— Mr. Gresswell seconded, and the President said 
they could not have fixed upon a better man. He would 
support the proposition and also Mr. Knowles when in 
the chair. He hoped he would have a very successful 
year and would be able to secure the attendance of a few 
more of their friends.—The election was carried with 
acclamation. 

In accepting the position, Mr. Knowles said he was 
comparatively a new member, but since he had _be- 
longed to the Society he had helped it as far as he 
could, and with the assistance of the members he 
would carry out the duties to the best of his ability. 

Vice-Presidents.—Mr. Brnpioss, of Long Sutton, Mr. 


donea lot of good work on their behalf, and in voting 
for his re-election he hoped they would thank him for 
his past services. 

r. TURNER thanked them, and promised to do his 
best where he was, and he did not think he was quite 
qualified to fill the position of their President, and he 
might not be able to do his duty as he would wish.—The 
President : You don’t know how well you might do it if 
you were only put to it.—Mr. Turner was then re-elected 
with gusto. 


Exection oF Councit R.C.V.S. 


The adjourned discussion on certain suggestions made 
by Mr. Gooch as to the report of the attendances of the 
Members of the Council, and recommendations as to the 
number of members to the Council, and the manner in 
which they were elected was resumed by Mr. Gooch. 
The various sections of Mr. Gooch’s recommendations 
were gone through and criticised, and after some altera- 
tions had been proposed and accepted, they were agreed 
to, and ordered to be sent to the Central Council for their 
consideration. 


ON FRACTURES. 
By James M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—lIt is my first duty to 
thank you for the honour you have done me in inviting 
me to come amongst yon once more, and for the pleasure 
you have thereby afforded me. 

Although the subject of this paper is a very wide one, 
I am afraid we have not a great deal to learn about it. 
The impossibility of securely controlling the majority 
of our patients renders the treatment of broken limbs 
very difficult and very frequently impossible. 

Some time ago Mr. Hunting read a most interesting 
ao on this subject to our Yorkshire Veterinary Society. 
Now, gentlemen, | am not snfliciently presumptuous to 
offer this short paper as even a modest sequel to hir. 
Mr. Hunting commenced his paper with the remark that 
“nearly all fractures are the result of direct external 
violence.” Well, gentlemen, I suppose they are, but it 
is my intention to-day to endeavour to point out how 
serious fractures may result, I might almost say, auto- 
matically, caused by misdirected muscular action. 

I know of no better way of doing this than by givinga 
short history of some cases I have seen where a fracture 
of a limb was caused in this way. 

Case I —A young stirk, playing ina yard, suddenly 
stops, bellows with pain, and blood was seen to squirt 
some yards up a wall. This proved to be a case of com- 
ound fracture of the metacarpal bone in the off fore 
eg. As the animal was useless as a carcase [| ampu- 
tated the leg, some inches below the knee. After taking 
off about three inches of the bone with an ordinary meat 
saw, I was able to leave a good flap of skin. I well 
bandaged thestump, and it was cleansed and dressed 
daily for about six weeks. At the end of this time the 
wound was quite healed and the animal was tied upand 
fattened. It became so weighty that eventually the 
other fore-leg began to give way, and the beast was sold 
fat to a butcher. ; 

This case is the more interesting to me, as it proved 


KWoop, of Peterborough, and Mr. Rupkry, of 
Grantham, the retiring President, were elected. 
Hon. Treasurer and Secretary.—Mr. Knowles pro- 
sed the re-election of Mr. T. W. Turner, and Mr. 
ch seconded. In doing so he remarked that he 
thought it was an understood thing at their last annual 
meeting, that this year Mr. Turner should be relieved 
of the office of Secretary and Treasurer for one year, so 
that they might honour him with the position of being 
their President, but as this was not to be he heartily 
seconded him for the two offices he had filled with such 


a suecessful experiment. 
Case II.—A brood mare, belonging to the late Marquis 
of Salisbury was sent down to Godmanchester to be 
served, She jumped out of the hovel she was put into, 
over a plain burdle and was supposed to have dislocated 
her fetlock joint. JI found her suffering from a serious 
fracture of the pasten in the near fore leg. The suffra- 
ginis was secured with a plaster of Paris bandage, over 
cotton-wool, and she made a sufficiently good recovery to 
be able to walk to the station and to be turned out in the 
park at Hatfield. I may say I went intending to sling 


ability in the past.—The President said Mr. Turner had 


this mare and found her lying down, she got up, and all 
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the time nursed the leg so carefully that I decided to 
leave her alone. 

Case III.—A grey harness horse, aged, belonging to 
the Chief Constable, had been resting some little time. 
He was seen to jump up in play in his loose box, and 
was afterwards found sweating and blowing, and very 
lame. I found a fractured coronet, and shot him. A 
post-mortem revealed the os corona in the near fore leg 
smashed into nine pieces. This is the only case in 
which I have found this bone fractured, but I know of 
none more clearly illustrating the enormous force of 
muscular action or contraction. I duubt if you put the 
bone on an anvil and hit it with a sledge hammer, 
whether you could so completely smash it. 

Case IV.—A chestnut horse being driven along a 

d road shied at a piece of paper and went ver 
ame. He was with difficulty taken back to an hotel, 
and I had no trouble in diagnosing a fractured pastern. 
As he was an aged gelding I shot him, and found a com- 
minuted fracture of the suffraginis. 

Case V.—A brown four-year-old gelding, whilst being 
ridden slipped on a piece of ice. He was at once very 
lame, and after some time, on my advice, was destroyed. 
A post-mortem revealed a transverse fracture of the neck 
of the ilium. 

Case VI.—An aged bay harness mare, being driven 
into the town, slipped with her off hind leg into a rut 
in the road. She went very lame, but was able to con- 
tinue the journey (about a mile) and gradually went 
better. She was driven the same journey on three 
different days after the accident. Her owner, quite 
casually, asked me to see her. I found her bearing 
weight on the lame leg, but very lame when moved over 
in the stall. A careful examination revealed most dis- 
tinct crepitus over the middle third of the femur. I 
told the owner she had a broken leg, and really was not 
surprised when he ridiculed the idea. He wouldn’t 
have her put in slings, and said she might take her 
chance. She did, and got down a fortnight after and 
was shot. A post-mortem showed a comminuted frac- 
ture of the femur. I have no doubt this fracture was 
caused by the original slip and that the periosteum did 
not give way until her effort to rise. 

Case VII.—A cow being driven home trod on a small 
piece of stick which flew up and scratched the inside 
of the tibia. She at once went very lame. I was asked 
to see her about ten days afterwards and found her very 
much emaciated and in great pain. There was slight 
swelling over the lower third of the tibia with distinct 
crepitus on manipulation. I applied an ordinary plas- 
ter bandage, and kept it on for seven weeks. At the 
end of this time she was nearly sound, and had regained 
her condition. When the bandage was taken off the 
callus at the seat of the fracture was very evident, but 
she made a perfect recovery. This case occurred since I 
have been in Yorkshire. 

L have seen several cases of broken back, as a rule 
caused by @ horse dropping into a blind ditch when 
jumping, but remember an aged pony breaking its back 
owing to getting cast in a small gripe whilst turned out 
to grass. 

I think I have enumerated a sufficient number of 
cases to show how easily fractures may be cansed by 
muscular action, and to prove the enormous leverage 
on bones, which is exercised by this action when mis- 
directed. 

Of course I have seen many cases of fracture caused 
by direct external violence. I think the worst was the 
compound comminuted fractures of both frontal bones 
in a cart gelding, five years old. The animal was at 
play in a yard in which, unfortunately, there was a load 
of straw in a cart and a ladder loaded up under the 
straw on the bottom of the cart. The horse struck the 
end of the ladder with his head with the result I have 
mentioned. 


At the risk of tiring you I will conclude with a short 
account of a case of fracture in which I was never con- 
vinced of the exact cause. Some cart horses turned out 
in a yard were heard knocking about during the night. 
In the morning a black mare was found with her neck 
bent and her head against her shoulder. A veterinary 
surgeon was called in and gave his opinion that the 
mare was suffering from a dislocation of the cervical 
vertebra. I was called in consultation, and could only 
come to the same opinion. The mare at once recalled 
to my mind the woodcut illustrating a case of disloca- 
ted neck in Professor Williams’s well-known book on 
Surgery. 

I found it quite possible to straighten the mare’s neck 
without making her fall, but the head again went round 
to the shoulder when loosed. The mare was able to 
walk about, and lived some time. A post-mortem re- 
vealed the fact that the dentata was broken into eight 
pieces. Whether this was caused by external violence or 
muscular action I can’t decide. 

Gentlemen, I hope I have succeeded in interesting 
you in what, to me, has been a very interesting subject 
for years. I have always been able to add to my koow- 
ledge by attending the meetings of this Association, and 
have no doubt we shall all learn something from the 
discussion which, I trust, will follow this short paper. 

Although I am not now able to be a member of this 
Association, it is well known to many of you that I was 
one of the original members, and I think the fact that I 
am here to-day is good evidence that I have not ceased 
to take an interest in the Lincolnshire Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association and in its work. 


DIscusSSsION. 


The SecrETARY, in thanking Mr. Smith for his paper, 
welcomed him again amongst the members of his old 
Association, and gave instances of fractures that had 
come under his notice in his private practice. He hada 
beast that fell down during a frost and had fractured 
the forearm in a bad way. The humerus was twisted in 
two. In another case the forearm was fractured about 
two inches below the elbow. He had the animal in 
slings, but the fracture was such a bad one that he did 
not think there was any prospect of a cure being made, 
so the animal was destroyed. It had been in a field 
with others, and there was no doubt it had been 
kicked. 

Mr. CLARKE expressed the opinion that extra muscu- 
lar exertion was the cause of fractures, and instanced 
the case of a horse that split the coronary in nine or ten 
places, and on the case being examined into there was 
nothing to account for the injury only the extra muscu- 
lar exertion ,used in turving rapidJy round a corner. 
External violence was also accountable for a great 
number of fractures, and often in a manner very little 
suspected in the first instance. He remembered seeing 
two horses being tried at Horncastle fair, they were 
galloped in opposite directions and collided with con- 
siderable force. They both seemed hurt, but one much 
more than the other. After the accident it appeared to 
have no use in its fore legs. He yey! bought the 
horse for £10, and he found that it had had some of 
the ribs fractured. He put it in slings and a cure 
eventually resulted. h 

Mr. Situ remarked that he was at Horncastle at t | 
time and saw the accident happen as Mr. Clarke ha 
described. 

Mr. Know zs said that with regard to the surgical 
treatment of fractures, where possible, some oy: ge 
put the limb in splints and some in plaster of Paris = 
starch bandages, but this was much a matter of OP ect 
and what one had been used to. The. principal 0 i "4 
was to support the'fractured parts until they ha -_ “ 
With regard te muscular exertion, this was eo pe th 
for a great many of the fractures they had to dea ; 


| 
| i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


March 17, 1906 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 651 


He had a case where a horse had galloped away with a 
heavily loaded cart. Suddenly it was seen to be going 
on three legs only, and when examined it was found that 
one of the legs had sustained a severe fracture. He 
thought that fracture might possibly be caused by extra 
muscular exertion, probably the action of rapidly put- 
ting down the foot in galloping on unlevel ground had 
caused such exertion as to fracture the bone. 

Mr. SmitH remarked that the very fact of the horse 
putting its foot down 7 whilst galloping away, 
and the ground being at all unlevel, would produce the 
exertion sufficient to cause the fracture. 


The PRESIDENT gave an instance where a horse had 
been noticed to be slightly lame of one of the hind legs, 
but the owner did not find anything to account for it, so) 
she was driven out some five miles about three times a 
week, the lameness seeming to go off and the animal ap- | 
pearing to go very well. Onone of the occasions when. 
she was out, she began to defecate and all at once the | 
owner heard something go crack. He had great diffi- 
culty in getting her home. When she was examined it | 
was found there were three distinct fractures. There 
was notany doubt that when the mare had been noticed | 
to be lame that the bone had been cracked but had been | 
held together by the periosteum. 

Mr. SMITH said he thanked them very much for the 
attention they had given to his paper, for fractures were | 
things that they had constantly brought to their notice, | 
and it was impossible for him to pay too much attention | 
to their study. He thanked them also very much for 
his reception, for he was glad to be again amongst the 
members of his old Society. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A special general meeting was held at 10 Red Lion | 
Square, W.C., on Thursday, February 15th, to consider | 
the question of election of delegates to serve on the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, re Parliamentary Re-. 
presentation, as suggested at the Manchester meeting ; 
and if deemed advisable to elect not more than two dele- 
gates with instructions how to act. 

The meeting was summoned in accordance with the 
following request signed by thirteen Fellows of the. 
Society: “We, the undersigned, request you to calla 
special meeting of the Society, in accordance with Rule 
41, to consider the question of appointment of delegates 
to the Committee to be called together by the Lanea- 
shire Veterinary Medical Association ve Parliamentary | 
Representation. 

Mr. A.L. Burrers, the President, occupied the chair, 
and the following members were present: Messrs. E. 
Lionel Stroud, J. Willett, W. Sherriff, R. Porch, A. E., 
Willett, W. Perryman, Arthur Payne, W. Roger Clarke, 
George Upton, Capt. R. Butler, Col. F. Duck, F. O. L. 
Walpole, rot. J. Macqueen, W. Reekie, W. L. Harrison, 
Jas. Douglas, R. F. Wall, and Hugh A. MacCormack, : 

on. sec., and as visitor Mr. W. J. Moody. 

A letter was read from the Lancashire Veterinary 
Medical Association officially informing the Society of 
the resolution passed at the Manchester meeting. 

A letter was read from Mr. J. C. Coleman, in which 

€ expressed himself in favour of direct Parliamentary 
representation by a veterinary surgeon, if possible not a 
paid one. 

A letter was also read from Mr. Freeman Barrett re- 
gretting his inability to be present. 

he PRESIDENT expressed the belief that the question 
of appointing delegates opened up the whole matter of | 


arhamentary representation, and said that if delegates | 
‘ere appointed it would be only right that the Society | 
ould instruct them as to what they were to do. | 


Professor MacQurEN hinted that the delegates might 
possibly throw some further light on the matter. 

Mr. R. Porcu, one of the delegates, thought the 
matter had been discussed pretty fully at the last meet- 
ing and the Society had been informed of everything 
that had taken place. The Lancashire Society at the 
meeting desired to appoint delegates from all the Socie- 
ties in the conntry, but personally he did not feel justi- 
fied in accepting a position on the Committee without 
the instruction of the Society, and that was the reason 
the matter was now before the meeting for considera- 
tion. 

Mr. G. Upron asked whether it had been decided to 
have direct or indirect representation / 

Mr. Porcn said the primary resolution was that it 
should be direct, but there was en amendment by Prof. 
Williams altering the resolution to include direct. or in- 
direct representation, 

Prof. MacQueen asked whether the appointment of 
two delegates committed the Society to any policy ! 

The Prestpent did not think so ; it would depend on 
what instructions were given to the delegates. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said that as the resolution now stood 
five formed a quorum, so that five meo could transact all 
the business ; it left the development of the scheme in 
the hands of five me . 

Mr. Porcu said that was if the rest of the Committee 
were so indifferent that they did not attend the meet- 
ings. Hethought the majority of the Fellows of the 
Society were in favour of Parliamentary representation, 
and he should be sorry to see them so indifferent as to 
taboo the whole thing. If two delegates were elected to 
represent the Society their actions would be regulated 
by the Fellows of the Society ; they would not sit on 
the Committee of Ways and Means as private individ- 
uals but as representing the Society and acting accord- 
ing to the wishes of the Society. [t was quite trne that 


‘tive formed a quorum, but that was only a temporary 


measure. When the Committee was definitely decided 
upon it would be for the Committee to say what the 
quorum should be, and instead of five it might be fifty- 
five. He moved “That the Society elect two delegates 
to represent them on the Committee of Ways and Means 
re Parliamentary representation.” 

Mr. E. Lionen Stroup seconded the resolution. 

Prof. Macqueen had no desire to interfere, but 
thought there should be a clear idea of the exact posi- 
tion. No member of the profession he had come in con- 
tact with had the slightest objection toa veterinary sur- 
geon having a seat in the House of Commons, and if it 
could be so arranged that he should represent the pro- 


‘fession in any effective way, so much the better; but 


speaking for himself, and for many others, he was 


“strongly opposed to the proposal to subsidise a member. 
He believed that the profession would not respond very 


heartily to any proposal for an actual subscription in 
order to defray the expenses of the proposed Member of 
Parliament, and he certainly sh uld never subscribe a 
penny to any Member of Parliament representing the 
profession. If there were any veterinary surgeons, In 
practice or out of practice, who thonght they had a 
chance of entering the House of Commons, the profes- 
sion should lend them all the assistance In its power 
short of actual subscription. fle objected to subserib- 
ing for the reason that he did not think the grievances 
of the veterinary profession he admitted there were 
<ome—were so numerous or greatat the present time its 
to demand the presence in the House of Commons of a 
representative veterinary surgeon. He had a different 


‘view altogether with regard to obtaining what might be 
‘considered to bea e rtain amount of attention in regard 


to questions relating to veterinary matters. he Royal 


‘College of Veterinary Surgeons had a Parliamentary 


Committee, and he thought it was possible to do some- 
thing to strengthen the hands of the members of that 
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Parliamentary Committee and in that way obtain what 
was indicated in the resolutions at Manchester, indirect 
representation, or “lobbying” as it was called. The 
best sort of subscription was one which would provide 
for the travelling expenses of members of Council so 
that they might not grudge their time in coming up to 
London, but come willingly with minds made up to do 
the best for their profession. As it was, he thought a 
good many whocame frcm a distance grudged the time, 
and there was not the slightest doubt it caused them 
considerable expense. While thinking that an efficient 
Parliamentary Committee in the Council would be effec- 
tive, he had not the ‘slightest objection to seeing a 
veterinary surgeon in the House, or half a dozen, although 
there was no immediate prospect of having too many 


candidates. If it was not possible to get a member of 


the profession in the House of Commons without de- 
fraying his election expenses and providing him with 
an income, direct representation was not very likely in 


the lifetime of the present generation. He would sup- , 


port Mr. Porch’s motion provided there was an instrue- 
tion to the delegates that there should be no subsidising 
of the proposed candidate. 

Mr. Stroup thought that if delegates were sent they 
would report to the Society for further instructions. 
The Societies had not been asked for any money at all, 
and they did not know what the Committee was going 
to do. He was in favour of sending delegates, and be- 
fore anything was done the delegates would report to 
the Society. If money was asked the delegates could 
be instructed to vote against it. It was not the right 
thing to conden the Committee before it was known 
what they were going to do. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said it was within the knowledge of 
everyone who had read the report of the meeting at 
Manchester that a provisional calculation was made of 
ten shillings a head. When members who were support- 
ing and pushing a matter began to talk about the finau- 
cial basis it might be guessed that they were going to 
apply for a subscription. 

Mr. Porcu said his resolution did not touch that 
matter. 

Mr. J. WILLErT thought the time had come when the 
profession should org:nise and endeavour to obtain 
what they wanted by direct or indirect representation in 
Parliament. When such advertisements as the Cardiff 
Corporation had issued were sent out he thought it was 
tiine some move was made in the matter and pressure 
brought to bear on the Local Government Board. It 
did not matter what political creed the veterinary repre- 
sentative was so long as he looked after the interests of 
the profession. With regard to supporting the Parlia- 
mentary Committee of the Council, nothing was really 
known of what they did. If that Committee desired 
any support they should send a circular letter to the 
profession, and the veterinary surgeons of the different 
divisions would be able to influence their Members of 
Parliament. He thought the formation of a Committee 
on Ways and Means was a step in the right direction. 

Mr. PERRYMAN was in favour of sending the delegates 
because the profession generally was agreed that there 
ought to be a representative in the House. Direct re- 

resent ition was better than any amount of lobbying. 
Iwo things were required if direct representation were 
ever to be obtained ; perseverance, or determination to 
have a man, and finance. He thought there was sufti- 
cient enthusiasm in the profession to determine on hav- 
ing a member, and it rested with the Committee to find 
out the best method of accomplishing it. With regard 
to finance, he thought the representative ought to be 
paid. No doubt there were members of the profession 
who could afford to become Members of Parliament, but 
perhaps they were not the men required, and it was 
much better to have the best man that could be found 
even though he had to be helped financially. The ques- 


tion of politics, he thought, ought to be left out of the 
subject altogether. Ata meeting reported in one of the 
journals a speaker had said that if the proposed Mem- 
er were of another way of thinking in politics he cer- 
tainly should not help him. That was a very narrow- 
minded way of looking at it. The Member would be 
sent as a representative of the profession, and as far 
as he himself was concerned it did not matter to what 
arty he belonged so long as he carried out his duties on 
behalf of the profession. Probably most of his work 
would lie in the direction of Private Bills. He believed 
there was sufficient enthusiasm amongst one-third, or a 
thousand of the members of the profession, to assist in 
attaining their object in havinga Member. Half of that 
number would probably give a guinea and the others 
half-a-guinea. Now was the time to commence, so that 
by the next election everything would be in readiness, 
including the funds. At the present moment the Com- 
mittee seemed to be unwieldy, but no donbt the per- 
manent Committee would be a more workable one. 

Mr. Upron said the first duty of the elected Member 
would be to deal with the veterinary unemployed. He 

ointed out that the profession had already had one 
Member of Parliament, but he was not sure that that 
Member had ever done anything for them. If the pro- 
fession wanted a man it would have to pay for him. 

Professor MACQUEEN said it would be paying for the 
representative of a constitnency of which those who paid 
were not members. 

Mr. Upton desired to propose an amendment to the 
effect that the delegates should be directly advised by 
the Society, but on its being pointed out by the Presi- 
dent that that was included in the resolution he with- 
drew it. 

Prof. MAcQuEEN said the matter would be going on 
for years, and in the appointment of any delegates the 
question of the time for which they were elected would 
have to be taken into consideration. 

Mr. F. O. L. WALPOLE said it would influence the vote 
of some of the Fellows to know whether the delegates 
were to be paid by the Society, and what was the length 
of their term of office. If they were to be paid inde- 
tinitely out of the Society’s funds it might make a con- 
siderable difference. 

Mr Srroup said that the delegates would report to 
the Society after each of the Committee meetings, and 
if what was being done was not acceptable they could be 
instructed not to attend again, and there would be no 
further expense. ; 

Prof. MACQUEEN, to test the feeling of the meeting, 
proposed as an amendment “That delegates be not 
sent.” 

Mr. Rocer CLARK seconded the amendment. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said apparently there was no clear 
conception of how the profession was to be represented. 
It was plain to everyone that the profession could not 
be the constituents of a Member, so that the Member 
would be one for a constituency that might be agricnl- 
tural, or town, or county, and with very few veterinary 
surgeons as constituents. Supposing a Member ot 
Parliament was found with a knowledge of the ae 
of the veterinary profession, and they went to him an 
said, “ We wish you to take charge of the veterinary 
legislation of the future and watch over our innererts 
and see that robody steals a march on us—-see that a , 
the good, thick, fat appointments are left for peat ye 
surgeons-—-arrange legislation and bye-laws al 
favour of the profession,” supposing he did all they - 
quired, created an ideal condition for the eoterinary 
surgeon, what would his constituents say ! They a 
say that his time had been taken up with 
matters and the interests of his constituents ha se 
neglected. That was not the way to get Fertiames il 
representation. If there was a prospect of ever hav! g 
a Member in the House of Commons it would com 
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about in a different way. A member of the profession 
who had a private income or means and who had a taste 
for political life might stand for a constituency and be 
returned. Then that Member could be approached and 
they might say to him, “ You are a veterinary surgeon, 
ou have got in not because you are a veterinary surgeon 
but in spite of your being a veterinary surgeon, and we 
wish you to watch over the difficulties that may occur 
in connection with veterinary legislation.” He was quite 
certain a Member would be willing to doit. But the 
initiative must begin with the Member, the profession 
could not go hopping about the country looking fora 
Member. There might be a few men with political 
aspirations, indifferent veterinary surgeons with ample 
means, whe might put up as candidates for Parliament, 
but they were not likely ever to gain an entrance into 
the House as veterinary surgeons. There was a possi- 
bility that in certain districts in Ireland a veterinary 
surgeon might be obtained to represent the profession 
in a second-hand sort of way, but there was no prospect 
of having immediate representation. It was a wild cat 
scheme and was so from the very beginning. Therefore 
he had no hesitation in moving his amendment that no 
delegates should be sent to Manchester or to any other 
Committee connected with direct representation—that 
was to say a direct negative. 

Mr. Porcu asked what a constituency would say of a 
Member who when elected for any particular consti- 
tuency spent his time in looking after the interests of 
the veterinary profession. Prof. Macqueen had said 
that if a man was subsidised his constituents would 
grumble, and then he said a Member should be approach- 
ed after he had got in and be asked to represent the 
profession. What would the constituents say then ? 

Prof. MACQUEEN said he had used the word “ if.” 

The amendment was then put and lost, four voting for 
and eight against. 

Mr. Porch’s resolution was then put and carried nem. 
con. 

The PRESIDENT said it was clearly understood that the 
delegates did not go as private individuals but as repre- 
senting the views of the Society. 

Prot. MacqQuEEN said it was worth considering 
whether in the case of subscriptions the Society would 
subscribe or the members of the Society. It was quite 
possible to fritter away a good deal of money in further- 

- ing a project which might never come to anything. 

ere was no immediate likelihood of a vacancy. He 
thought the proper order would be to appoint the two 

‘legates and then give them instructions. As there 
was no hurry the appointment of delegates might be de- 
ferred until the next meeting of the Society in order that 
the members might think over the matter. 

Mr. Harrison pointed out that several Fellows of 
the Society were already on the Committee and might 

asked to represent the Society. 

Mr. Porcu said they were on the Committee as_pri- 
Yate individuals and could do as they liked ; the dele- 
sates were to be only the mouthpiece of the Society. 

The PrestpenT said that was why he thought the 
‘ews of the Society should be known before the 
é lntment of delegates. It was quite possible that a 
weet might be appointed and then refuse to resign 
: len the views of the Society did not agree with his 

Wn views, 
eae Upron suggested that the delegates should be 

tucted to go in for indirect representation. 

talk = MAcQUuEEN thought it was only waste of time to 

Wout indirect representation. 

mie BUTLER proposed “ That the following instruc- 

teferen given to the delegates : (1) That the terms of 
any def, to the Committee be altered so as to prevent 

delegates 1° action being taken without reference by the 
mut 0 their respective Societies ; and (2) that the 
ittee shall after having formulated their conclu- 


sions approach the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
and obtain their opinion on the question and the means 
they consider necessary to promote the Parliamentary 
interest of the profession.” He pointed out that under 
the resolution passed at Manchester the political fate of 
the profession was possibly in the hands of five mem- 
bers of the Committee, who were empowered to take 
any steps they deemed necessary to secure representa- 
tion, and they might do that at the first meeting. It 
was rather the fashion apparently to pass over the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Royal College as being 
of no effect. But if that was so, whose fault was it? 
He took it it was the fault of the profession. They 
elected the members of Council, and if they required 
them to take a more active interest in future Parliamen- 
tary representation, then the profession should let it be 
known that they would only support such members as 
would take the steps they desired. There were certain 
names down for election very soon, and it was very easy 
to point out to those gentlemen that unless they pled- 
ged themselves to take an active part in securing the 
satisfactory representation of the profession they would 
not have the votes of the Central Veterinary Society. 
The Committee of Ways and Means, which so far as he 
could see was a Committee of no authority, should be 
instructed to approach the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and find out their views on the question and 
how they proposed to give effect to what was evidently 
the unanimous wish of the profession. It was quite 
evident that nobody on occasions 
direct negatives might be moved for other purposes— 
from the view that it would be an excellent thing to 
have a direct representative in the House of Commons. 
There were many difticulties, but the first thing was to 
hear what the Council had to say. It was quite true 
that very little was known of what the Parliamentary 
Committee did, but if the profession did not know it was 
their own fault. 

Prof. MAcQuEEN seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Porcu asked whether it was meant that the Com- 
mittee should refer to the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. Was Major Butler going to 
create a kind of House of Lords to stop anything which 
they did not like? He himself was democratic enough 
to be of opinion that one House of Lords was quite 
sufficient He objected to the Committee sending any- 
thing they did to the Royal Coilege to find out whether 
steps should be taken or not. The Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of the Council had been in existence for many 
years and had they done anything for the profession 
something would have been heard of it. 

Mr. Upron thought the question had been already 
thrown ont by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
and thrown out by one of the leading men in the pro- 
fession. 

Prof. MACQUEEN thought Mr. Porch should withdraw 
his remarks, because it was well-known that the Par 
liamentary Committee had done a great deal, and it must 
be within the rocollection of Mr. Porch what the Com- 
mittee individually and collectively had done. He had 
not a good memory for all the work done by the Parlia- 
mentary Committee, but he could remember one or two 
items—the question of combatant rank in the A V.D.— 
certain matters in connection with contagious diseases 
of animals. But apart from that he suggested that the 
past should be buried and that they should start, as the 
Council was so fond of saying, de wove. He thought 
it would be a diplomatic blunder for the. Committee ot 
Ways and Means to get at loggerheads with the wurlia- 
mentary Committee, because the Com- 
mittee if they cared to exercise their energy cou d com- 
mand more influence than any single member of Parlia- 
ment. If there was a desire to promote legislative power 
the work should be done with the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee as long as possible. If it came about that it was 
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impossible to continue any longer associated with the 
Parliamentary Committee, then would be the time to 
dissociate from it. Nothing could be obtained by saying 
to the Parliamentary Committee : “ We look on you as 
a House of Lords and a great many members of our 


Committee think that the sooner you are done away 


with the better.” 

Mr. Porcu said he did not object to the Commit- 
tee working in unison with the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, but to the Parliamentary Committee having a 
veto on anything done by the Committee. If they 
could work in harmony so much the better. 

Major BuTLER said that what he proposed did not 
in any way allow the Parliamentary Committee to 
exercise a veto. He brought the matter forward with 
the hope of preventing their house being divided against 
itself. The Royal College was the representative body 
elected by the profession, and their views ought to be 
ascertained. The Council was composed of their chosen 
leaders, and he had no doubt that when they found the 
profession were unanimous they would give the matter 
their very earnest and serious consideration. The Coun- 
cil had a much] better opportunity of knowing how 
things could be done and were much more likely to 
come to a correct appreciation of the situation than any 
outside Committee, however energetic. It was also due 
to them that they should have the matter in the first in- 
stance referred to them. Although he was no politician, 
he had gone into the matter for his own satisfaction and 
found the question of electing representatives was a 
very thorny one. Hedid not think Prof. Macqueen had 
over-estimated any of the difficulties. Direct representa- 
tion hadits drawbacks. A zealous and able man might 

ssibly carry the House with him every time he opened 
is mouth, but more often when one man specialised on 
a technical subject it was teatime for the rest of the 
Members whenever he rose, because they knew exactly 
the line he was going to take and were tired of listening 
to him. Then the financial aspect had not been duly 
considered. He was given to understand on the authority 
of a person who had just taken part in an election that 
the expenses varied from £1200 to £2000 per election. 
This recurred once in seven years or less. One way or 
the other it might be reckoned that to support one 
Member would require a yearly expenditure of £600. 
But in order to have a Member continually in the House 
it would be necessary to have at least one candidate on 
each side. Without a candidate on each side, and with 
pretty certain seats for both it was probable that once 
out of every two or three elections the profession would 
be without a representative at all. With regard to in- 
direct representation, he happened to know a body of 
men, approximately of the same numerical strength as 
the veterinary profession, which required certain griev- 
ances to be brought to the notice of the House of Com- 
mons. Those men approached a Member who had 
certain weight in the House madea mutually convenient 
arrangement with him and got what they wanted, got it 
too with far less expense and trouble than if they had 
elected a direct representative. Properly organised the 
veterinary profession were really capable of influencing 
600 Members and a very little organisation would at any 
rate ensure every Member of Parliament being communi- 
cated with on requisite occasions. United action guided 
by the Central Authority could obtain all they required, 
whereas a single Member, who spoke mainly on technical 
questions, might possibly empty the House on every 
occasion he rose. All those difficulties should be con- 
sidered by the delegates at the first meeting of the Com- 
mittee. 

Major Butler’s resolution was carried nem con. 

Prof. MAcQUEEN drew attention to the financial 
matter, and pointed out that to pay the delegates might 
result in a considerable charge on the finances of the 
Society. 


asked what expense the finances could 
stand. 

Mr. PERRYMAN said only the travelling expenses of 
the delegates would be paid and the work would not 
occupy them more than one day. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said even if. the meetings were held 
at Derby it would take a couple of days. 

The PRESIDENT said there was the larger question of 
whether the funds of the Society should be used for de- 
fraying any of the expenses of a candidate. 

Major Butter thought that matter need not be dis- 
cussed until the first report had been received from the 
delegates. 

Prof. MACQUEEN moved, and Mr. J. WILLETT seconded, 
a resolution to the effect that the appointment of the 
delegates should be deferred until the next meeting of 
the Society. 

Prof. MACQUEEN asked what action would be taken 
supposing the two delegates were out-voted and Major 
Butler’s instructions were ignored ? 

Mr. Porcu said the Society would have to decide 
what was to be done after each meeting. In such a 
case the Society would probably have no more to do 
with the Committee and withdraw the delegates. 

Prof. MAcQUEEN said that the finance question was 
one for the Council of the Society. 

The PRESIDENT declared that was so, but it could be 
discussed. 

Prof. MAcQureN said hints might be given, but a 
special meeting could not take any action. 

Major BuTtLer said the question of payment of any- 
thing towards a Member’s expenses was a subject on 
which he should not be prepared to vote until the dele- 
gates had returned and the views of the R.C.YV.S. had 
been obtained. 

Prof. MAcQuEEN’s resolution, deferring the appoint- 
ment of delegates to the next ordinary general meeting 
on the First Thursday in March, was unanimously 
agreed to. 

Mr. PERRYMAN proposed “ That the delegates be in- 
structed not to commit themselves to any expenditure of 
the funds of the Society without its previous sanction. 

Mr. Upton seconded the motion. : 

Mr. Porcn said the delegates would do nothing until 
they had received instructions. ; 

Mr. PERRYMAN quite agreed, but unless they had in- 
structions on the financial matter they would be sitting - 
on the Committee like dummies. 

Prof. MacQugEN said they would be better at home 
if they had no instructions. He thought the majority of 
the profession was not interested in Parliamensary 
representation at all. The matter was only of prime 
interest ‘to a few meat inspectors and Government 
underpaid officials. 

Mr. PeRRYMAN’Ss resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

On the motion of Prof. Macqueen, a hearty vote 0! 
thanks was accorded to the President and the meetin: 
concluded. 

Hueu A. MacCormack, //on. See. 


THE VETERINARY SURGEONS’ AND MASTER 
FARRIERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The ninth annual dinner was held at the fo 
Hotel, on Wednesday, February 21st. Professor F. T. i. 
Hobday, F.R.C.V.S., in the chair. About sixty men 
bers and friends were present, including Alderues 
Pope, V.S., Messrs. T. 8. Price, Ho 
senr., Cecil Hobday, J. Willett, M.R.C.\ S.; Pe 
Gostling, M.R.C.V.S.; J. Rowe, MROVS 
Samson, M.R.C.V.S.; W. King,sen., H. King, a a. 
G. Williams, J. Hicks, W. Way, C. J. Swift, 
V. Dawkins, A. E. Gisborne, L. Stevens, M.R. be 
A. G. Padbury, F. Harris, W. Harris, A. Lines, ?- 
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White, J. Arnold, Mr. Aubin from Tunbridge Wells, 
and other influential gentlemen. - 

After the excellent menu had been done full justice 
to, the Chairman opened proceedings by proposing the 
usual loyal toasts and then that of “The Navy, Army, 
and Reserve Forces.” Although at the present time the 
Navy did not concern us as much as the Army, yet we 
all admitted it was the best safeguard of this country, 
and all the money that was being spent on it was well 
spent, for withont a Navy this little island of ours would 
be nowhere. Our Navy always had led the way and 
always would, even though Germany tried never so 
hard to make us play second fiddle. The Army was of 
more interest to us, for wherever there was an army 
there would always be Cavalry and Horses, and he 
trusted it would always be so. He hoped it would be 
along time yet before motors supplanted the cavalry. 
We all recognised the good work our Reserve Forces 
are doing at the present time, also the good work they 
didin South Africa. We could not help but respect and 
honour those men who made great sacrifices for their 
country, leaving good positions, not knowing if they 
would be kept open for them or not while they were 
away doing their duty. The Veterinary and Farriers 
Department was one that everyone admits was, with- 
out exception, the most hard worked of all the depart- 
ments in the late war, and reflected credit on everyone 
concerned. This he felt sure would be borne out by the 
gentleman who was to reply to this toast—Mr. Stevens 
—who, at the call of duty, left his practice and went out 
toSouth Africa. .He would bear him out when he said 
that the Reserve Forces could scarcely be reckoned 
second to the Navy and Army. 

Mr. STEVENS, in reply, said we now had the finest 
and best warship afloat one only a few days pre- 
viously by King Edward. We thought we were far 
ahead of anyone else, he thought so, too, and hoped it 
would always be so. With regard to the expense—what 
business gentlemen present would grudge 4d. per cent. 
for insurance? If we could get our insurance so cheaply 
we should think it a good investment. This was all the 
country was paying for the expense of our Navy, and we 
had nothing to grumble at. bia anyone else pay less 
than 4d.? No one dissented—he was pleased ; he could 
say no more. He had served a few months in the Army 
in South Africa. He was out there in charge of a 
column, and one day was sent to bring up 300 remounts. 

€ wished they had not sent him, for he never saw 
such a lot of brutes in his life. He was away seven days 
and when he got back he found the Staff-Sergeant-Major 
had used up all his drugs. He hadn’t left him the least 
bit of anything, he never knew such a fellow for using 
medicines as that Staff-Sergeant-Major was. Farriers 
as a rule were awfully fond of drugs when they did 
their own doctoring, but this man had literally used up 
everything there was. 

r. Price then read letters of regret from Major 
clings, Messrs. Chesterman, Hunting, Wragg, and 
8. 

Alderman Pope then proposed “The Association” in 

Tousing speech. He thought the Assoviation was 
ing an aimless life. It ought to do more good, 
hot only for those of to-day but for those who should 

‘Ome after. Itshould be an Insurance and Guarantee 

ae, and also have a Bureau in which all] the 

should have their names registered. [f 

ee carried out we should have an Association 

* abe might be proud of, one that ina hundred years 

mew ba be a credit to Mr. Price and those who had 

a ~ With him. Then there was another point—we 

sit toinsureas a body. We, as a body, could get 
aie terms from an Insurance Company that one 
there «a 2gly could not get. We must not forget that 
‘as bow a Labour Parliament, and we were sure 
ve @ Workmens’ Compensation Bill, where all acci- 


dents of every description would have to be paid for. 
We were bound to bave more claims to settle as time 
went on. Mr. Price was originally down for this toast 
and he had spoken at a few moments notice, as Mr. 
Price wanted to take a back seat this evening and have a 
little rest, but Nature would aot allow him to get be- 
hind, he was one who must be to the front, and what- 
ever he told you to do, you felt you must do it. He had 
great pleasure in proposing the health of the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ and Master Farriers’ Association. He did not 
like the word Protection, and thought it was better 
left out. 

Mr. Samson, in reply, said we were toa certain ex- 
tent an Insurance Association. We had settled twelve 
cases and paid over £60 compensation, and in two of 
these cases, if it had not been for our Association, very 
large sums would have had to be paid or law suits would 
have resulted. We now had our funds in the bank, 
they had grown so big we could not trust them with 
our treasurer any longer. For obvious reasons he was 
not at liberty to quote the amount. He sincerely hoped 
Mr. Pepe would attend more meetings and see if he 
could not put his theories into ship-shape form. The 
influence of the Association was felt, there were many 
who not only knew we had an Association, but also 
knew that if ever it came to a strike we should be there. 
He thought we were too easy last strike, and many of us 
were finding it out now. 

Mr. then proposed “The Visitors.” How- 
ever lax members of the Association were he could not 
say the same of the visitors. They were rallying round 
us and supporting us. It was therefore with great 
pleasure he asked the members to drink the health of 
the visitors. He was very pleased to see so many pre- 
sent, and asked that they might be toasted heartily, 
coupled with the names of Messrs. Ings and Aubin. 

Mr. Ines, for the visitors, replied that he was very 
proud indeed to have his name coupled with the toast. 
There were many other gentlemen present whose 
interests were more bound up with the trade than his 
and he thought were better able to reply, but he h 
been asked to do so and was pleased to ete the oppor- 
tunity. He hoped it would not be the last occasion he 
would be at this dinner. oe 

Mr. AuBrn also replied on behalf of the provincial 
visitors. It afforded him great pleasure to say a few 
words on that occasion. He could never forget the 
valuable help Mr. Price gave when the Tunbridge Wells 
farriers came out on strike, the support he then gave 
them was largely the means of breaking up the strike. 
He thought that Alderman Pope had struck the right 
note, not only for London but for the provinces, the 
more the master farriers and veterinary surgeons came 
together the better feeling there would be between 
them. 

Mr. GostLinc then proposed “The Chairman.” At 
the request of the Secretary he had filled up a gap and 
would do his best. They had no one who gave up so 
much time to the profession as the Chairman did. He 
was heart and soul in his work, and it was largely a 
labour of love. He thought they could not give him 
less honour than to drink his health with three cheers. 
This was the toast of the evening. — 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply, said his first duty was to 
thank the Association for honouring him by asking hins 
to take the chair at the dinner that night, his second was 
to thank the gentlemen present for the kind way in 
which they had received the toast, proposed in such 
flattering terms by Mr. Gostling. He could only say he 
was very proud to be their Chairman that evening. He 
quite agreed with Mr. Aubin these meetings gave a 
good feeling between veterinary surgeons and master 
farriers, and the time he thought had come when they 


could work amicably together. He also thought we 
might do a great deal more than we did to raise the tone 
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of the men. We might throw out our branches and 
educate the men, whom he thought would then be much 
more loyal to us than they had been in the past. The 
note sounded by Alderman Pope was the right one, if 


. followed out he thought by this time next year we 


should find it had borne good fruit. 

Mr. WILLETT then proposed “The Officers of the 
Association.” He had been asked to do this as a visi- 
tor, not as a member ; this he could only do by a short 
head, as he had already been proposed as a member. 
The Committee and Officers of Associations like this he 
knew had to work very hard, and he did not think this 
Association was an exception. At all events he knew 
one who had been very enthusiastic, viz., Mr. Giles, who 
had never left him alone till he had promised to become 
a member. 

Mr. Swirt was very proud to respond to this toast as 
one of the officers, which he had been for some time. 
His duties were very light, he would only like to see 
them trebled. 

During the evening Messrs W. Randall, Frank Wood, 
Fred. Reynolds, Charles Young, E. C. Frewin, and Mr. 
W. G. Fairly, manager of the hotel, gave their services in 
song and music, and were very much appreciated. 

T. E. Ruston, Sec. 


THE IMPORTATION OF CANADIAN CATTLE. 


To the Editor of the Post and Mercury. 


Sir,—It was with much pleasure I read in your issue of 
yesterday that an almost unanimous desire was ex- 

ressed by our town councillors that free importation of 
Canadien cattle should be permitted. 

May I add to the reasons adduced in the Council 
some others which may be well pressed when the matter 
is again brought before the authorities in Londou ¢ 

I might add that these views were those of my late 
father, Principal Williams, of Edinburgh, and also mine, 
and that I date the commencement of my experience in 
connection with this question from 1879.—-Yours, ete. 

W. Owen WILLIAMs. 

University of Liverpool Veterinary School, 

March 9, 1906. 


The following are the reasons referred to :— 

1. There is no pleuro-pneumonia amongst cattle in 
Canada. 2. There was none in 1892, when the embargo 
was laid on. 3. Had there been any it would have 
spread from the animals affected on board to their 
neighbours on board, and been spread throughout the 
country. 

Many of the cattle from the so-called diseased cargo 
were never seen by the inspector of the Board of Agri- 
culture, and were fattened in Scotland and ultimately 
slaughtered, and neither did they transmit disease, nor 
did they show any-sign of aay lung affection when they 
were slaughtered. 

Arguments in favour of free importation of cattle from 
Canada :—Land in this country is no longer virgin, and 
must be manured if agriculture has to exist. The man- 
ure from feeding cattle is looked upon as one of the most 
valuable means of enriching land. Land here that is 
not manured cannot give returns to the landlord, the 
tenant, or the nation. A bullock raised to three years of 
age in Canada on virgin grass land ata nominal rental— 
say, 2d.an acre, is a much better feeder, as well a much 
better manure maker, than a bullock raised at home with 
difficulty and artificial feeding on land at 15s. to 20s. per 
acre. te allowing that the two bullocks at three 

ears old were equal for fattening and manure-making, 
itis easily seen which is the more profitable at its proper 
price to the British farmer. — 

Farmers here at present time only buy store cattle out 


of necessity, and because they must have manure for - 


their land. They don’t buy stores to make profit, be- 
cause they at present never receive a sufficient margin 
between buying-in-cost and selling-out-cost to pay for 
the cake, etc., far less to assist in the paying of the rent. 
Were our farmers able to buy. “stores” at a reasonable 
price (that is stores reared on grass land at 2d. an acre ) 
—and after paying freight, etc., able to feed these ani- 
mals (and feed them of the best) and sell them at a profit 
—-our farms would be protitably and well-manured, and 
we should be thus enabled to grow more of our own 
foodstuffs. We can’t expect to compete with virgin soil 
countries, but if our farmers make profit in fattening 
cattle, and consequently get cheap manure, they won’t 
lose money in grain growing. 
At the present time the number of cattle in this 
country is kept by farmers, out of necessity, as near a 
minimum as possible. They won’t buy “stores” in a 
limited, and consequently, dear market, fatten them, and 
sell them at a loss (if they can help it) in a fat market 
open to America and other parts of the world who enter 
into our dead meat or port-slaughter trade. The only 
reason they now buy stores is because they must—lose 
or gain, they must, to make manure, and to eat what is 
bound by terms of tenancy to be eaten on the farm. It 
is absurd for breeders only in this country to object to 
an open market for Canada for fear of disease. Why 
don’t the feeders also object? It is the money, and not 
the tear of disease, which causes the breeder to object. 
Surely those who buy the older animals and have to take 
greater risks should object most strongly, but, curiously 
they don’t. The breeders, to use plain language, desire 
Protection, and will do all they can to maintain it. 
Surely, it stands to reason that the feeders—those people 
who, in particular, have to move animals from place to 
lace—-are, or ought to be, the ones most afraid of the 
introduction of disease into the country. The breeder 
breeds and sells, but seldom introduces new stock on 
his farm, and yet he is the strenuous objector ! 

Tuberculosis is rife amongst the cattle in this country, 
and it is an accepted fact that the tendency to contract 
this disease is hereditary, and it is further accepted that 
our cattle are much more prone to contract tuberculosis 
than are Canadians. 

We are selling to the foreigner our sound bulls, but 
are selling to one another at home our diseased ones, 
and so increasing the number of young stock with a 
tendency to contract tuberculosis. “Milk is too dear and 
too frequently dangerous in this country for the popu- 
lace to be in the best of health. a 

Dairy cows bought in the limited British market often 
cost about £25 each, and after milking for less than a 
yearare sold at £12 to £14 as fat cows, a loss in capita 
value of 5s. per week on each dairy cow, which, of course, 
much enbances the price of milk. 

We want to import large numbers of young and healthy 
stock from Canada, or some such place, to improve the 
stamina of our home cattle and to cheapen “ pope? 
and heifers, and to increase the fertilisation of our sol. 
—Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury. _ 


Harry Perry Fund. 
Receipts to date :— 


Amount acknowledged £41 
C. Speer, M.R.C.V.S. - 
B. Se. 2 
G. H. Wooldridge, M.R.C.V.S. vie 


Total £41 13 0 

This testimonial is now closed, and on_behalf of ad 

widow I beg to thank all subscribers. I have _ 
the above sum to Mr. Powys, Secretary R.V.C., w20 


i ted to act as treasurer. , 
F. W. CHAMBERLAIN, M.R.C.V.S. 


Royal Veterinary College. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases [Sheep] swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- we Out-]| Out- | Slaugh- 
[breaks mals. |breaks mals. mals. Dogs. Other break breaks, 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Mar. i0} 23 | 38 34] | 9 12 68 
19055 ..| 22 | 23 | 27 | 51 30] 16 | 42 
Corresponding week in {1904 ..] 24 30 25 44 50 20 106 
1903 10 | 12] | 26 | 44 70] 18 | 139 
lotal for 10 weeks, 1906 ea -. | 199 269 217-387 210 182 828 
1905 .. | 202 297 231 426 468 112 418 
Corresponding period in 1904 .. | 211 289 271s 4541 847 257 1564 
1903 .. | 158 250 224 | 422 921 266 1211 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Mar. 13. 1906. 


IRELAND. Week ended Mar. 3] .. 1 7 2 6 
Corresponding Week in { 1904 .. oe os 23 3 41 
Total for 9 weeks, 1906 | 2 5 | 107 | 158 
1905 .. oe os oe 6 i2 os oe 152 19 187 
Corresponding period in 1904... 1 1 2) 9 | 246 38 470 
1903... ee 1 2 ee 265 12 251 


Epizootic Lymphangitis; Week ending Jan. 27, 1906, 1 case. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, Mar. 8, 1906, 
Norg.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to (nfection 


Wild Highland Cattle. | Action Against a Veterinary Surgeon. 


The slaughtering of young Highland bulls in the! An action of considerable importance was heard in the 
Quantock Hills is one off the points dealt with in the Civil Court at Durham Assizes, Thursday, March 8th, 
last report of the medical officer of health for the City | before Mr. Justice Walton and a special jury, The 
of London (Dr. William Collingridge), which was issued | plaintiff was Sir William Eden, Bart., of Windlestone 
recently. On Jan. 16th the carcase of a bull was | Hall. Ferryhill, who claimed damages for negligence 
seized in Smithfield Market as being unfit for food, and | from Mr. J. G. Deans, a well-known veterinary surgeon, 
was submitted to him for inspection. It was stated | of Bishop Auckland. Mr. Scott-Fox, K.C., and Mr. 
that the animal was a young Highland bull, “ of which a | Mitchell Innes were for the plaintiff, and Mr. Waugh, 
number run wild on the Quantock Hills, where they | K.C., and Mr. Shortt for the defendant. 
ve become so numerons as to be a nuisance to the! Mr. Scott-Fox said the action arose in respect of the 
neighbouring cattle-breeders, and the owner has there- | purchase of a horse named Forlorn. _ The horse origin- 
fore decided to have them exterminated. Thishas been ally belonged to Mr. Menzies, a well-bnown owner of 
Placed in the hands of two persons, one of whom is re- horses, and the defendant was engaged by Sir William 
sponsible for sending the meat to the market. The Eden to examine the horse, with a view to purchase. 
method adopted is to assemble a number of persons and The horse was ultimately bought, and on March 13th 
todrive the animal, which is always very wild, from last it was delivered to Sir William. On March 29th 
polnt to point until someone gets near enough to shoot Sir William and Mr. Deans rode out together, by ap- 
It, is is done with a shot gun, as owing to the num-  pointment, and in the course of the ride they exchanged 
ber of rsons present the use of a rifle would be danger- | horses. On that day it was found that the horse 
ous. This particular bull had been so driven, and had | grunted, and Sir William remarked to the defendant, 
taken eleven shots before they could drop it and cut its | “This horse grunts,” and defendant replied, “Oh yes, 
Toat.” I know he grunts, but it is of no importance.” Sir 
Although,” says Dr. Collingridge, “this is probably | William expressed surprise, and defendant replied that 
ag in which legal proceedings would not be advisa- | he had not mentioned it because he considered it of no 
e, it is necessary that steps should at once be taken to | importance. Various attempts were made to sell the 
tea this objectionable method of slaughter. Firstly, | horse, or induce Mr. Menzies to take it back. At a 
use the meat killed in such a way is absolutely unfit | further interview, the defendant admitted to Sir 
and rapidly undergoes decomposition ; and, | William that he knew the horse grunted, but that 
aeondly, on account of the obvious cruelty involved in | grunting was not unsoundness. Sir William told the 
euch 4 course. The owners should be called upon to | defendant that he had no business to pass the horse, 
forthwith discontinue this method of slaughter, which | whether granting was unsoundness or not. On April 
'avolves much cruelty and destroys the food-value of the | 16th Sir William wrote defendant :-—“ My contention 
animals,” — is I have given a sound price for an unsound horse. 
Sir William had given £300 for the horse, a four-year- 
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old, and he asked for the return of £150, when he 
would keep the horse, or offered to sell it back to 
Mr. Menzies for £250. In any case, Sir William 
asserted that defendant’s position in not mentioning the 
fact that the horse was a grunter was most unsatisfac- 
tory and inexplicable. The subsequent history of the 
’ horse showed that the grunting was an indication of 
trouble in the horse’s wind. A four-year-old grunter, 
in the majority of cases, went very easily in the wind. 
In June the horse was sent to Mr. Gibson, of Hexham. 
By this time it had developed intu a whistler. The 
horse afterwards won several prizes at shows, and 
ultimately, having gone from bad to worse, it was sold 
for £100. 

Sir William Eden, the plaintiff, gave evidence, and 
said the defendant had done all his veterinary work in 
the North. After the defendant had seen the horse, he 
said to witness, “1 will pass him sound without an ‘if,’ 
I can find nothing wrong with him at all.” Witness 
afterwards tried the horse, and it “ scotched” ata fence 
and grunted. He said to defendant, “ Hello, Deans, 
that horse is a grunter.” Defendant replied, “Oh, yes, 
I know he is a grunter, but he is very sound in bis 
wind. Therefore, I consider it of no importance.” 
Witness said, “ This is the most extraordinary thing I 
have ever heard of, and you ought to have reported it 
to me.” Witness added that he wonld not keep the 
horse, and that defendant must get rid of it. Witness 
would not have bought the horse had he known it was 
a grunter. Witness contended that whether grunting 
was soundness or unsoundness, by passing the horse as 
sound, knowing it to be a grunter, defendant had 
failed in his duty. Cross-examined, Sir William said 
he rode the horse, although he did not examine it. He 
thought defendant rode it, and witness had the horse 
put over fences, but witness was a hundred yards away 
at the time. Witness did not form any opinion as to 
the soundness of the animal. He did not observe any 
signs of grunting on either of the occasions when the 
horse was jumped, and the test it was put through was 
a severe one. It was not true that within one or two 
days he discovered that the horse was grunter. De- 
fendant did not tell him that he attributed the grunt- 
ing to the punishment the horse had received in being 
put over the fences. 

Mr. Henry Lambton, of Newmarket, who had had 

considerable experience of the training of racehorses, 
said that the value of the horse if it was a grunter 
would be ey diminished. It was important 
that a purchaser should know whether a horse grunted, 
Grunters in time became roarers. 
_ Evidence was given by Mr. H. E. Cradock, of 
Rushyford : Jessie Shoebotham, groom to Sir William ; 
Henry Towers, farm bailiff ; George Fryer, veterinary 
surgeon, Bedale; and George Gibson, veterinary 
surgeon, Oakham, to show that the horse was a grunter, 
and this closed the plaintiff's case. 


THE DEFENCE. 


Mr. Waugh, for the defence, spoke of the reputation 
enjoyed by the defendant in that county as a veterinary 
surgeon. Yet the jury were asked to say that the de- 
fendant, knowing the horse was a grunter, and knowing 
that grunting in an animal reduced its value, wilfully 
concealed the fact from his employer, and allowed him 
to give what was admitted was a sound price for an 
animal which was not worth anything like that sum. 
Surely, he must have done that from some improper 
motive, if he did it. He pointed out that it was not put 
on the ground of negligence, which had now been 
abandoned. Defendant admitted that the horse was a 
grunter, but it did not follow that the horse was un- 
sound. Until after the animal had left left Mr. Menzies’ 
stables, defendant was unaware that it had grunted, 
and then he attributed it to the punishment it had re- 
ceived in getting it over the fences. 


The defendant, Mr. Deans, in his evidence, said that 
when he was first asked to look at the horse for Sir 
William Eden, there were no indications of grunting of 
any sort. He examined the horse most carefully. On 
three occasions, twice in the presence of Sir William, 
witness tested the horse. He galloped it, pulled it up, 
twisted it about, and subjected it to the usual tests in 
the stable. He observed nothing wrong with its wind. 
If he had noticed any sign of grunting he would have 
considered it his duty to — it to Sir William. He 
admitted that grunting would materially depreciate the 
value of a hunter. Twice he had hunted the horse be- 
fore Sir William came home, and on neither occasion 
did he notice any sign of grunting. Witness afterwards 
went out riding with Sir William, and the horse then 
refused a fence, this being the first indication he had 
that the horse was a grunter. He said to Sir William, 
“You heard the horse grunt,” and Sir William said, 
“ What does that mean?” Witness said that it meant 
that the horse had become a grunter in consequence of 
ill-usage to which it had been subjected on the previous 
day. It was not true that witness admitted that he 
knew the horse was a grunter when he purchased it. It 
was not true that Sir William said witness ought to have 
reported it, nor was it true that witness said grunting 
was of no importance. 

Defendant, cross-examined, said he did not mean to 
say that actual ill-usage of a horse once or twice would 
bring on grunting, unless there was a predisposition to 
grunting. 

William Heslop, farmer, Staindrop, spoke to selling 
the horse to Mr. Menzies for 150 guineas, with the con- 
tingency of £50 more if the horse won a race. 

Professor Macqueen, lecturer to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, said jumping of any sort was the 
best test for grunting. His own contention was that 
grunting had no connection with the wind of a horse. 

George Menzies, traine*, of Quarrington Hill, who 
sold the horse to Sir William, said there was no indica- 
tion of grunting when the horse was sold to him. 

Sydney Menzies and James Menzies, both of whom 
had ridden the horse, also said they saw no sign of 
grunting. 

Evidence for the defence was given by several other 
witnesses, including Robt. Steer and Albert Stroud, for- 
merly coachman to Sir William, who had had charge of 
the horse, and who said there was no sign of grunting. 

Friday, March 9. 

Mr. Scott-Fox addressed the jury on bebalf of the 
plaintiff, and said it was not alleged that the defendant 
was incompetent, but they did say he committed an error 
of judgment, that if he knew the horse was a grunter, he 
ought to have mentioned the fact to Sir William, and 
that for that error of judgment the plaintiff should be 
recouped for any loss he might have sustained. 

His Lordship, in summing up, pointed out that the 
defendant admitted that if he knew when he examine 
the horse that it was a grunter, he should have told Sir 
William. That was common ground. This was not 4 
case of negligence in the ordinary sense of the word, that 
it occurred from want of skill. ‘The claim was not that 
the defendant ought to have found out a certain — 
that he failed to find it out for want of skill, and t - 
thereby the plaintiff had suffered damage. That a 
not the claim at all. The claim now really was that the 
defendant, Deans, when he examined the horse, — 
that it wasa grunter. That was the question the : 
had totry. If he did, and did not say so, he had fal 
in his duty to the plaintiff. ‘The whole of the —S 
pended on who was accurately describing the csr 
used at the respective interviews between the p' 
and defendant. the de- 
; be jury, after a brief absence, found for 

endant. 

Judgment, with costs, accordingly— The orth Star, 


Stockton-on-Tees. 
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SIR JOHN M‘FADYEAN TESTIMONIAL. 


Tuesday, March 13. 
VIVISECTION. 
Mr. Soares (Devon, Barnstable), asked the Secretary 


Subscriptions received since last acknowledg-| of State for the Home Department whether, in view of 


ment :— 


the uneasiness prevailing in the public mind on the 


Mr. Frank Hopkin 21/-| Mr. Arnold Spicer 21/-| Practice of vivisection, he would advise his Majesty’s 


K. J. Urquhart —_21/- 


C. T. Bray 21/-| Government to grant a Royal Commission to inquire 


Major H. M. Maxwell 42/- Lieut. E. Clive Webbe 20/- into the whole system. 


Capt. G. K. Walker —21/- | Mr. M. G. Byerley 21/- 
G. R. Dudgeon 21/-| report of the Royal Commission of 1876. Since then 


Lieut. H. G. Allen 21/- 


Mr. GLapstong.—The present law was based on the 


Col. Duck 21/- J. M. Whyte 10/6 there have been great changes in medicine and the 
Mr. James D. Stewart 21/- C. W. Wilson 21/- | Methods of scientific research. I assent to the view that 
J. W. McIntosh —21/- C. C. Abrain g1/-|1t is desirable that an inquiry skould be held, and I 
James Atcherly —21/- J. F. Hogben 10/6 | Will consider what form the inquiry should take. 
A.M. Macfarlane 105/-| Prof. Jno. Penberthy  21/- ’ 
Ed. Sayer 21/-| Mr. William Ascott 21). GRESSWELL’'S 
F. W. Garnett 21/- M. Robinson 21/- HORSE ann CATTLE 


G. H. Elder 21/- J.& Hy. Sumner 42/- 
Subscriptions may be sent to— 


W. Huntine, Hon. Sec. & Treas. 
16 Trafalgar Square, Chelsea, S.W. 


Tue Srr JoHN M‘FapyeEAN Funp ComMITTER. 


Added to the Committee list— 
Major H. M. Maxwell, India 
Mr. E. W. Bevan, Rhodesia 
J. R. Charlton, New Zealand 
Alex. Hamilton, New Zealand 


Robert J. Stordy, East Africa 
R. H. Potts, Buenos Aires 
J.C. Bennett, Canada. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons on Monday, March 5. 
THE INSPECTION OF DaIRIEs. 


Mr. Lier-Jones asked the President of the Local 
Government Board whether he could see his way to 
modify the model by-laws of the Local Government 
Board for the inspection of dairies and cowsheds so as to 
provide that when the Medical Officer of Health or In- 
spector of Nuisances was inspecting cattle he should be 
accompanied by a properly qualified veterinary surgeon, 
who-e duty it should be to examine the animals and re- 
port thereon. 

_Mr. Burns: There is nothing in the model regula- 
tions to prevent a local authority from employing a 
veterinary surgeon as an officer to inspect cattle in 
dairies if they wish to do so ; but it does not seem to me 
to be either necessary or desirable to require the Medical 
Officer of Health or Inspector of Nuisances when visit: 
ing a dairy to be always accomp nied by a veterinary 
surgeon. 

Monday, March 12. 

Verertnary AND VETERINARY SOcrETIES, 


Mr. Ftetp: To ask the honourable Member for South 
merset, as representing the President of the Board or 
Agriculture, if he will explain why the Veterinary In- 
Spectors of the Animals Division are allowed to be 
members of the local Veterinary Medical Associations of 
reat Britain, 
I can see no objection to our Veterinary In- 
nee being members of Veterinary Medical Associa- 
which are bodies that are mainly concerned 


MEDICINES, 


STRONGEST, CHEAPEST aud BEST in the Market. 


RUBODYNE Cures Colic and Prevents 
Inflammation, 18/- per dozen. 


COLIC DRENCHES very strong, 1/- each. 


ORDERS ADDRESS: 
PROFESSOR 


JAMES BRODIE 


GRESSWELL, 
F.R.C.V.S. 


WOTHORPE. STAMFORD. 


Nearly Twenty Years Veterinary Inspector for 
Louth and parts of Lindsey. 
—Stamford & Rutland Guardian. 


_ [We are sorry to see this}. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Several communications are unavoidably held over. 


VETERINARY LITERATURE. 

Sir, 

In the number of your excellent paper, The Veterinary 
Record, of March 10th, under the heading of ‘* Veterinary 
Literature’? there appears a note from ‘ Veritans'’ which 
throws some erroneous information on The American Veteri- 
nary Review, which you will allow me to correct. 

Referring to the annotation relating to the record of 
clinical cases, your correspondent says: *‘I believe this 
quotation originated in the mind of the learned Editor of 
The Veterinary Record and was borrowed by The American 
Veterinary Review who, after making use of it some years 
without acknowledgment (these italics are mine), finally gave 
credit to whom it was due. 

The American Veterinary Review may, like other journals, 
borrow good things, but when she does she acknowledges 
her doings. If ** Veritans’’ will iook at page 31 of the 
numberof April, 1890 (the first where the said quotation 
was used), and in the subsequent numbers for a year, he 
will find that the acknowledgment is printed in full, and 
again that in page 1129 of March, 1904, the said acknow- 
ledgment is not only renewed, but that due credit is given 
to vou as the orginator, with thanks for the good that the 
advice you gave in it, had done in bringing such satisfac- 


pa discussion of matters of professional and scientitic 

nied t; ‘They may be trusted, I think, to bear in 

omit e limitations which naturally attach to them as 
mbers also of the public service. 


tory results with us. 
With kind regards, I remain, yours sincerely, 
Paris, March 10. A. Liavutarp. 
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QUESTIONS AFFECTING THE PROFESSION. 


Sir, 

The article by Thos. Lishman in your issue of last week 
takes a good all round view of things as they affect the 
veterinary profession, and much of what he writes is sheer 
common-sense. 

I look on the advent of the motor-car, the electric tram, 
and the motor omnibus, to say nothing of that “‘abomina- 
tion of desolation ’’ the auto-cycle, as a rather more serious 


‘matter to us than that of the railway in days gone by. We 


ought, however, to distinguish between these as they will 
probably affect us. The railway takes a certain definite 
route. The use and prevalence of the horse centre round 
its termini and the points it touches. 

The motor-car is ubiquitous, and as far as passengers are 
concerned will certainly tend to decrease the incomes of 
railways and owners of vehicles for human traffic, as well 
as in many cases doing away with a carriage horse, or pair 
of carriage horses, in gentlemen’s establishments. 

The electric tram and motor omnibus may, I think, in- 
crease horse-drawn vehicular traffic at their termini, but 
I’m afraid they will not do so on the line of route. Of 
course, as between the horse and those vehicles which the 
Chinaman has described as having “‘no pushee and no 
pullee but go like Hellee,’’ matters affecting the horse ought 
not to be allowed to rest in statu quo. More attention 
should be paid to sources of supply, to the rearing and 
breeding of horses with a view to making them cheaper, 
better, and more plentiful, and the State might do worse 
than take this matter up in the interests of its own back- 
bone and the veterinary profession. 

It may perhaps be seen how difficult it seems nowadays 
to move in any direction when such measures as “Old age 
pensions’’ and *‘the State feeding of children ’’ seem so 
difficult to put into practical shape, and yet I opine that 
among the thinking observant men of all parties who have 
gone about in their own country and mixed with men and 
women it will be almost unanimously granted that these 
measures are good, and very necessary, and also the least 
controversial and contentious that could be brought for- 
ward. It all seems a question of money. I am not going 
to say dogmatically how the money should be raised, but I 
am sure and certain that the further mankind gets away 
from nature and nature’s laws the worse it is for him, and 
animate things ought always to be considered of more 
value than inanimate. Heaven forbid that the horse should 
ever become extinct, and that we should merely become a 
nation which, if a second Napoleon should come to earth he 
might call ‘‘a nation of engine drivers.”’ 

As regards Parliamentary representation, self sacrifice 
and finance are the vitals of this movement. Selfishness 
and incapacity have ruined many countries in days gone by, 
and unselfishness and ability have raised and established 
them. All history confirms this, and to accomplish forward 
movements this inexorable law cannot be ignored even by 
the veterinary profession. 

It certainly seems unjust that the gentlemen of the Army 
and Navy should be held as substantially superior to the 
trained professional. A just comprehension of the fitness 
of things here would suggest reducing the incomes of those 
engaged in the “administrative purposes’’ and raising 
that of those engaged in the “ professional business.’’ Good 
government would also suggest it. 1 write good government 
because no Government worthy of the name ought to seek 
to increase the number of unemployed, and the soldier and 
the sailor come of a class that have rendered incalculable 
service to the State—no less valuable than that of the veteri- 
nary surgeon. I would suggest no reduction in the £9,000 
a year, but a juster apportionment of it. 

The employment of unqualified assistants ought not to 
need discussion in these days, but a greater spread of know- 
ledge and a just sense of the proportion of things may cor- 
rect this. Personally, I have never been able to see why 
the Council do not deal strongly and mercilessly in this 
matter. 

I have my own ideas about the stock medicine question. 
Ido not think that because the quack medicine vender 
advertises and solicits veterinary surgeons should do 


likewise, yet some measures should be adopted “to beard 
the lion in his den,’’ and “ hoist the intruder with his own 
petard.’’ Perhaps the matter might be advanced by a 
number of veterinary surgeons in given districts employing 
a traveller of their own and giving him a salary and com- 
mission and dividing up his receipts. If the trade could be 
made big it might be lucrative to all concerned. 

The agricultural student question is one I am afraid that 
we cannot tackle or influence except by a few well chosen 
law actions occasionally. 

With some of Mr. Lishman’s conclusions in his last 
paragraph I am entirely at variance. I disagree with the 
sentence “in the first place there are very few people who 
take any interest in doctoring either themselves or other 
people.’’ The infantile death rate will prove the fallacy of 
this contention, to say nothing of the incomes obtained by 
the proprietors of various quack medicines. My view in 
this matter is let people who are of age practise on them- 
selves as much as tbey like, but in the name of all that is 
just the children and the animals should be protected, for 
any fool and most entire animals can produce these but it 
needs good mothers (not so plentiful as some might imagine) 
experts, and wise men to bring them up and treat them. 

G. Maya. 


VETERINARY INSPECTORS AND THEIR STATUS. 
CARDIFF APPOINTMENT. 
Sir, 

I have been requested by the Council of the Yorkshire 
Veterinary Medical Society to send you a few statements 
re the above. 

1. The terms of the Cardiff appointment :—Shortly, 
these are that the gentleman appointed (a) shall act as 
Veterinary Inspector under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 
and (b) as Meat Inspector, under the direction of the 
Medical Officer of Health, and (c) shall act as Veterinary 
Surgeon to the horses in the Cleansing Department, under 
the direction of the City Engineer. 

2. (a) Position of the Medical Officer of Health under 
the Diseases of Animals Acts:—The Medical Officer of 
Health holds no legal official position under these Acts, and 
his name is only mentioned in two places either in the 
Acts or Orders made thereunder, namely, in the Anthrax 
and Rabies Orders—where the Inspector under the Acts 
has in both cases to notify him when an outbreak occurs, 
presumably that he may take the necessary precautions as 
Medical Officer of Health to prevent infection in human 
beings. 

(b) Position of the Medical Officer of Health under the 
Public Health Acts:—Here the position of the Medical 
Officer of Health as such is supreme, and rightly so. As 
Meat Inspector he is only on a level with the Inspector of 
Nuisances, and generally relies upon the latter—who may 
or may not have any qualification at all as Meat Inspector— 
to carry out the detailed work of inspecting meat and other 
foods. 

3. {a) Position of Veterinary Inspector under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts:—Under Section 35 of the 
Diseases of Animals Act 1894, every Local Authority en- 
trasted with the working of the Diseases of Animals Acts 
and Orders made thereunder is compelled to appoint one 
or more Veterinary Inspectors, and such appointments 
carry with them not only duties of a professional character 
but also all the powers of an Inspector under the Act, 
whether the latter be a layman or a police officer. 

(b) Position of Veterinary Inspector as Meat Inspector :— 
As Veterinary Inspector (except in the town of Swansea) 
in England and Wales he holds no legal position at all 
unless he be also appointed Inspector of Nuisances for the 
purposes of Section 116-119 of the Public Health Act, apr 
Then he has equal powers with the Medical Officer b- 
Health so far as seizing and otherwise dealing with disea 
meat is concerned. 

4. Positions of whole-time Veterinary Inspectors under 
Local Authorities :— te 

Birmingham. The Veterinary Inspector holds a separ® 
official position quite independent of the Medical Officer 0 
Health. Acts as Veterinary Inspector under the 
of Animals Acts and reports to the Market Superinten en 
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who administers the Act. Acts as expert Meat Inspector 
under the Public Health Act, 1875, in conjunction with the 
Medical Officer of Health. Has charge veterinary and 
otherwise of the Corporation stud under the Stable Com- 
mittee. 

Blackburn. The Veterinary Inspector is a member of 
the staff of the Medical Officer of Health, reporting daily 
to him on all matters relating to meat and dairy inspection. 
reports personally to various horse-owning committees when 
necessary, and acts as Veterinary Inspector under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts. 

Burnley. Veterinary Inspector is a separate Corporation 
official, actsas Dairy and Meat Inspector, and as Veterinary 
Inspector under the Diseases of Animals Acts, reporting 
direct to the Health Committee. Also acts as Veterinary 
Surgeon to the Corporation horses. 

Cardiff. Veterinary Inspector to act as Veterinary In- 
spector under the Diseases of Animals Acts, and as Meat 
Inspector under the direction of the Medical Officer of 
Health, reporting to him daily. Also to act as Veterinary 
Surgeon to the Corporation horses under the direction of 
the City Engineer. 

Dublin. Veterinary Inspector as Meat Inspector is under 
the Medical Officer of Health, but not as regards Veterinary 
Inspector under the Diseases of Animals Acts, but in each 
case reports to the Public Health Committee direct. Does 
not have charge of the Corporation stud. 

Edinburgh. The Veterinary Inspectors act as Meat and 
Dairy Inspectors under and report to the Chief Sanitary 
Inspector, who is a medical man (practically Deputy 
Medical Officer of Health). They do not act as Veterinary 
Inspectors under the Diseases of Animals Acts, and have 
not charge of the Corporation stud. 

Glasgow. The Veterinary Inspector holds an indepen- 
dent position as Veterinary Surgeon to the Corporation, 
and reports direct to a special Sub-Committee of the Health 
Committee. 

Hull. The Veterinary Inspector acts as Meat and Dairy 
Inspector, also Bacteriologist, under the Medical Officer 
of Health, and reports to him direct. 

Leeds. The Veterinary Inspector acts as Meat and 
Dairy Inspector under the Medical Officer of Health, and 
is styled Veterinary Assistant to the Medical Officer of 
Health. He is not Veterinary Inspector under the Diseases 
: som Acts, and has not charge of the Corporation 
stud. 

Liverpool. The Veterinary Surgeon is a separate Cor- 
poration official. He reports direct to the Stable Com- 
mittee, and has entire charge of the Corporation stud. He 
acts as expert Meat and Dairy Inspector, reporting to the 
Medical Officer of Health, the latter supervises the 
Diseases of Animals Acts with Lay Inspectors and the 
Veterinary Inspector. 

London. A separate appointment. Acts as Chief Meat 
Inspector for Deptford and Metropolitan Cattle Markets, 
and as Veterinary Inspector under the Diseases of Animals 
Acts, for the City of London, reporting direct to the Com- 
mittee. Has no charge of the Corporation stud or Dairy 
Inspection. 

Manchester. The Veterinary Inspector is a separate 
Corporation official. He acts as Meat Inspector and 

eterinary Inspector under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 


recognised legal position—and note, it is the only recognised 
legal position of a Veterinary Inspector under a Local 
Authority, whether the appointment is a whole-time or 
part-time one) to carry out his duties as such under the 
direction of the Medical Officer of Health (who holds no 
legal position under the Diseases of Animals Acts at all). 

(») A protest against the Veterinary Inspector acting as 
Meat Inspector under the direction of the Medical Officer 
of Health, and contending that the former should, at least, 
have the same power and privileges as an Inspector of 
Nuisances when acting as Meat Inspector, thus acting in 
conjunction with the Medical Officer of Health and not in 
subordination to him. 

(c) A protest against the Veterinary Inspector carrying 
out his work as Veterinary Surgeon to the horses in the 
Cardiff Cleansing Department under the direction of the 
City Engineer, and contending that the entire stable 
management would be best under the direct control of the 
Veterinary Inspector (as at Birmingham and Liverpool). 

6, The discussion and action of the Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Society re the resolutions of the York- 
shire Society. 

As reported in The Veterinary Record, of the 10th inst., 
the Midland Counties Society practically resolved to take 
no action in the matter, a course which the Council of the 
Yorkshire Society deplore, and which was probably due to 
a want of knowledge of facts of the case, and also of the 
terms of such appointments in general. Hence this letter. 

7. Comments on above :— 

Sir John McFadyean is reported to have said that he 
thought it “right that the Veterinary Surgeon should re- 
port to the Medical Officer of Health with regard to any- 
thing that touched the health of human beings,’’ but the 
work of a Veterinary Inspector under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts touches the health of animals, and if the 
Medical Officer of Health is to be supreme in human 
health matters, why should not the Veterinary Inspector 
be supreme in regard to animal health matters, instead of 
being subject to the Medical Officer of Health as intended 
at Cardiff ? 

As shown above (No. 4) the position of Mr. Malcolm in 
Birmingham is unique, and almost entirely alone amongst 
municipal veterinary appointments. The only appointments 
where the conditions in any way approach those of Bir- 
mingham are those of London, Liverpool, Manchester, and 
Glasgow. Consequently the force of any remarks Mr. Mal- 
colm is reported to have made at the meeting of the Midland 
Counties Society do not apply to such appointments as that 
under discussion, because ‘‘ the conditions at Cardiff are not 
similar to those at Birmingham.’’ As the other gentlemen 
present at the Midland meeting who spoke and voted in 
favour of Sir John M’Fadyean’s amendment have no ex- 
perience, and consequently no knowledge of the ‘* indigni- 
ties’? which fall upon Veterinary Inspectors holding 
whole-time municipal appointments subordinate to the 
Medical Officer of Health or other municipal officer, their 
remarks require no further comment. 

I, along with other whole-time Veterinary Inspectors, 
gentlemen whose names it is not politic to put into public 
print, have had experience of these indignities. Your 
readers will probably not expect me to specify them, cer- 
tainly it is not my intention to do so. I need only state 
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veterinary officers to obtain the latter if their work is always 
to be subservient to Medical Officers of Health or other 
public officials who have their own “ fish to fry ’’ ? 

What are the facts as to recent whole-time municipal 
veterinary appointments ? 

Without exception for the last five years they have all 
been made subordinate to the Medical Officer of Health. 
Recent examples are Hull, where the Veterinary Inspector 
is Meat Inspector and Bacteriologist under the direction of 
the Medical Officer of Health ; Leeds, where the Veterinary 
Inspector acts as Inspector of Meat and Dairies and is styled 
the Veterinary Assistant to the Medical Officer of Health ; 
Cardiff, where the Veterinary Inspector has not only to 
“carry out any instructions given him by the City 
Engineer ’’ but to act in his recognised official post of In- 
spector under the Diseases of Animals Act under the direc- 
tion of a member of the sister profession who has no official 
or other qualifications for directing such work, and which 
means, as I understand it, that the Veterinary Inspector 
of Cardiff must report on his work in connection with con- 
tagious diseases of Animals to the Medical Officer of Health, 
instead of, as I contend, personally presenting his reports 
and taking his instructions from the Executive Committee, 
appointed by the Cardiff Corporation to carry out the work 
imposed upon that Corporation by the Diseases of Animals 
Acts and Orders made thereunder. 

The Cardiffappointment, at any rate so far as the veteri- 
nary inspection under the Diseases of Animals Acts, is in 
my opinion irregular if not illegal, and it is an indignity 
offered to the veterinary profession which 1 think it will 
not, certainly ought not, to take lying down. Instead of 
advancing the status of the veterinary surgeon in public 
work it appears to be a deliberate attempt on the part of 
someone to take from the Veterinary Inspector the only re- 
cognised legal public appointment which he has got, and to 
merge it into the duties attached to the post of Medical 
Officer of Health, much the same as the status of the 
Inspector of Nuisances has been swallowed up in many 
cases. 

Recapitulation.—If the public want the veterinary pro- 
fession to do public health work (and several Local Authori- 
ties and others recognise that in many directions there is 
plenty of such work for the veterinary surgecns to do) 
surely the veterinary profession should receive public recog- 
nition for the work done. State and Municipal veterinary 
work in connection with animal health should be carried 
out by veterinary surgeons under equal conditions to public 
health work in connection with human beings carried out 
by the Medical Officers of Health. It is only fair play for 
the latter to recognise the Veterinary Officer as one who is 
quite as capable of conducting and supervising the work in 
his own sphere as he is in his, instead of, as appears to be 
the case at present, doing his utmost to prevent dual control 
by systematically and regularly pushing the veterinary 
officer and his public health work into the background. 

By passing their resolutions the members of the York- 
shire Veterinary Medical Society have brought the matter 
of the Cardiff appointment before the public, and the Cor- 
poration in question as well as the veterinary profession, 
and if other veterinary medical societies consider that it is 
not for the good of the veterinary profession or of individual 
members of that profession that veterinary appointments 
should be made upon such conditions, it is to be hoped that 
they will endorse the action of the Yorkshire Society by 
passing similar resolutions, and thus let the public know 
that such appointments cannot be made at least without 
protest.—Yours etc., 


Sheffield, March 12th. 


J.S. Luoyp. 


THE NATIONAL BENEVOLENT AND MUTUAL 


DEFENCE SOCIETY. 
Sir, 

May I claim your indulgence and refer to a regrettable 
omission which I have made in the report of the annual 
meeting of the above Society in regard to the appointment 
of Hon. Treasurer. I ought to have reported the fact that 
Mr. E. Faulkner, who had been our valued treasurer for 


eleven years, was again proposed, seconded, and urgently 
pressed to take office again, if only for another year, but he 
felt compelled to decline the honour very reluctantly in 
consequence of pressure of other duties. The proposers 
and those who supported the resolution spoke in the highest 
praise of the services rendered to this Society by Mr. 
Faulkner. In consequence of his inability to again accept 
the impcertant office, Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme was nomina- 
ted and accepted the post. 

The members and office-bearers especially wish to 
publicly acknowledge and to record their full appreciation 
of the able services rendered by Mr. Faulkner, who has 
devoted his energies to the duties of the office during the 
past eleven years to the great satisfaction of the Society, 
and benefit of all its members.—I remain, yours truly, 

Sam. Locke, Hon. Sec. 

Manchester, March 14th. 


IMPORTATION OF CANADIAN CATTLE. 
Sir, 

I never got a greater surprise in my life than when read- 
ing an interesting and instructive article in the Board of 
Agriculture’s Annual Report of 1897, by Mr. A. C. Cope, 
Chief Veterinary Officer, and by the Assistant Secretary, 
Animals Division, Major J. T. Tennant, on Contagious 
Pleuro-pneumonia. 

After showing that pleuro-pueumonia is the most 
widely distributed of all diseases of a fatal character 
affecting animals of the bovine race, Mr. Cope gives a 
list of, I think, nearly every foreign country under the sun, 
and every British Colony, except Canada, into which 
animals suffering from pleuro-pneumonia have been im- 
ported at some time or other, and there have been out- 
breaks more or less widespread and severe. It is quite 
impossible to suppose Mr. Cope totally forgot Canada, 
our oldest and most important Colony, and about the restric: 
tions on her cattle that had called so much attention the 
year before 1896. When he declared, it may be confidently 
asserted, that there is no record of a country, previously 
free from pleuro-pneumonia, that has been infected by any 
means short of the importation of a living diseased animal. 
And, further, whereas Cattle-plague, Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease, Glanders and, indeed, all other diseases which 
have been legislated for in this country can be communl- 
cated by mediate contagion or cohitation, it appears very 
probable that the only means by which Pleuro-pneumonia 
is transmitted is the inhalation by the healthy of the breath 
of a living diseased animal. 

If this is correct, and it is the published report of per- 
haps the most experienced veterinarian of the day, the 
alleged cases of contagious pleuro-pneumonia among 
Canadian Cattle in this country between 1892 and 1896 or 
any other period was mythical. Who is responsible? If the 
loyalty of Canada to the Empire had not been so intense 
there is no knowing or saying what might have happened. 
The British and Canadian people of all classes both agricul- 
turists in Britain and ranchers in Canada have lost millions 
of money. 

The responsibility resting on some people or ———h 
enormous, can your journal not help in allocating it. 
mean to bring it forward.—I am, etc., ; 

Parrrcx L, Gray, Secretary for Scotland, 
The Free Importation-Canadian Cattle Association 
of Great Britain. 


Edinburgh. 
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